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Kim Dae-jung’s Peace Thoughts and Peaceful Practices

Kim, Gwi-Ok (Hansung University)

Abstract

Former president Kim Dae-jung was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 20
years ago, It is a well-known fact that he was awarded for the arrangement
of the first inter-Korean summit since their division and his long effort to
create a war-free Korean Peninsula, However, whether Kim was a
dangerous radical has been debated by some people, Thus, this article
intends to examine whether Kim was a pacifist and practiced peace in
reality,

The article begins with a brief introduction, The second section looks into
the background of how Kim Dae-jung constructed the pacifist thoughts. The
third section examines the peaceful unification theory, which was Kim’s
political trademark, particularly on the process in which the focus shifted
from the unification to the peace theory, This section also introduces the
problem of regional discrimination against Honam, which had haunted Kim
through his political career, and explores how he overcame the violence of
discrimination through peace. This will be followed by the analysis of his
orientations and policies on the social structural violences, focusing on the
issues of class and gender discriminations, The section ends with a brief

examination of Kim's role as the leading actor of the peace movement in
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the formation of civil society and is followed by the conclusion, which

summarises the central argument,
Keywords: Kim Dae-jung, pacifism, the division of the Korean Peninsula,

peaceful unification theory, regional discrimination, social structural violence,

nonviolent resistance movement, democracy
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