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The Particularity and Universality of Kim Dae-jung’s
Reconciliation Thought : The Dialectics of “Unification in

Diversity” and Overcoming the Dichotomy

Noh, Meung-Hoan (HUFS)

Abstract

The Particularity and Universality of Kim Dae-jung's Reconciliation
Thought in pursuit of the dialectic of unification in diversity and overcoming
dichotomy,

This thesis attempted to highlight Kim Dae-jung’s thought of reconciliation
based on the philosophy of his life in pursuit of the dialectic of unification
in diversity and overcoming the dichotomy, His thought of forgiveness and
reconciliation is based on his insight into the nature of man and society, his
religious beliefs, and his beliefs in history, These became the basis of the
peaceful attitudes in his life, politics and policies, From this point of view,
we can systematically understand his consistent belief in freedom and
democracy, peaceful reunification of his country, global civil society, and
global democracy that pursues harmony between nature and humanity, Here
we can well recognize the particularity and universality of his reconciliation
thought, His efforts to prepare for the advent of the knowledge and
information society, which he learned through books while in prison, and

the policies he enforced as president are truly dramatic and moving, He
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realized that a hyper-connected society formed through the knowledge and
information technology could not exist without the ideas and practices of
forgiveness, reconciliation, peace and coexistence, Thus he strived to make
adequate provision and policies, in which he saw that would allow him to
practice the values he pursued. Looking at his overall consistent thought of
reconciliation, there is a need to grasp the problems of political forgiveness

that he practiced despite being blamed,

Keywords: Kim Dae-jung, Reconciliation Thoughts, Co-existence Peace

Unification, Global Democracy, Knowledge Information Society
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