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Two “Minds of Peace” in the 1950s North Korean Literary

Representations

Kim, Tae-Kyung (University of North Korean Studies)
Lee, Woo-Young (University of North Korean Studies)

Koo, Kab Woo (University of North Korean Studies)

Abstract

This paper looks into the minds of “peace” in the 1950s North Korea via
the representations of peace found in the Choson Munhak by the North
Korean writers and their socialist brethren writers after the socialist
friendship visits, This paper examines the literary representations that
demonstrate the authors comparative viewpoint of war and the postwar
socialist building in Eastern Europe and North Korea, as well as other Asian
postcolonial states and North Korea, The writers efforts to bridge the
histories on other parts of the globe to those of their own country shows
diverse narratives of peace that had taken at least two different ways of
signification and representation, On the one hand, peace, that is the
ceasefire, was presented as the necessary condition for the peaceful
construction of a socialist society and upheld its significance, while
acknowledging its temporary state as an armistice, On the other hand, there
was a view that did not hesitate to argue for a resolution on the war to

establish a genuine, persisting peace against the global imperialist forces,
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The diversity in the perceptions of peace and the gradual shift of
significance to the latter sense of peace emphasizing national liberation and
integration enlightens us as to how North Koreans developed their sense of
peace, further giving the insight for new discourses/practices on

peacemaking in the post-Cold War context,

Key words: Minds of Peace, Mind System, World Peace Movement, Korean

Unification Movement, North Korean Literature, Koreanization
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