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The Formation of Party-Military Relations in North Korea and the

Germination of the Kim, II-Sung’s Monolithic Leadership System

: Focusing on the Party-Military Relations in North Korea before
the Korean War

Kim, Seon-Ho (Hanyang University)

Abstract

The North Korean political forces designed not just the Soviet state but
the People’s Democracy after liberation, and pursued the unification front of
all classes for this purpose, The North Korean Workers Party(NKWP)
created the entire people’s army without pursuing the party’s army to carry
out the unified front, Instead, NKWP organized its party in the military
school and the new unit, which led to the party’s control and guidance,

Before the Korean War, North Korea's Party-Military Relations with the
ruling party had a decisive influence on Kim Il-Sung’s leadership system
during the socialist construction process, In the Korean People’s Army(KPA),
the spiritual ideology of Kim II-Sung was established earlier than the party
and government agencies, The historical origin and legitimacy of the KPA
was given to Kim II-Sungs anti-Japanese movement, not the entire
anti-Japanese movement, The founding Kim II-Sung’s leader ideology
centered on Kim II-Sung’s monolithic leadership system in the course of

North Korea’s socialist construction,



Until the Korean War, Kim Il-Sung’s leader ideology was not firmly
established in the Korean Workers' Party(KWP), On the other hand, in the
KPA, Kim II-Sung’s leader ideology was the official and unique position,
The KWP established a monolithic leadership in which Kim 1I-Sung’s leader
ideology established in the KPA was passed on to the party and government
agencies, Eventually, North Korea pursued Military-First Politics because the
KPA was the source of Kim Il-Sung’s leader ideology and revolutionary

tradition,

Key words: Korean People’s Army, Korean Workers' Party, People’s Democratic
Revolution, United Front, Military Monolithic System, Political Officer,

Revolutionary Tradition, Leader Ideology, Military First Policy
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