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Ecological Discourse in the Kim Jong Un Regime

: Focusing on "Joseon Literature; from 2015 to 2018

Oh Sam Un (Dongguk University)

Abstract

The Ecological discourse on North Korea has been highlighted since the
Kim Jong Un regime, The ecological discourse revealed in Joseon Literature ,
the representative monthly magazine of North Korea from 2015 to 2018, is
remarkable as it is based on a new perspective and critical evaluation of the
‘Arduous March’, Despite the severe reality of food shortages, destruction of
forest and nature during the arduous march is expressed as a shameful past,
This evaluation, which is shown in “Planting Trees (2015), shows the
possibility that ecological discourse will hold strong influence on the
society, “Echo of the Mountain Village(2016), unlike the past, shows the
changed era in which the party's policy of forest restoration was newly
established, and an epic story of conflict and reconciliation between the
state and its residents over the needs of the state.

The ecological discourse combined with 'Kim Jong I Patriotism' is
emphasized in a variety of ways, especially through the 'outlook for the
future generation' for the next generations, The outlook, which allows
future generations to benefit from the outlook in the long-term aspect, is

combined with ecological discourse and is embodied in numerous literary
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works such as “Melody of Life"(2017). In “Special Misson”(2018), the mission
of protecting the forests of the Korean Peninsula is referred to as ‘the
mission from posterity to protect forest scientists in the South’, The
ecological discourse of the Kim Jong Un regime also represents the future
of the nation as ‘green mountains, The images of the future, expressed as
‘youth’, ‘greenness and ‘thrill’, are being embodied through “My Property”
(2017) and “Green Forest’(2018). The ecological discourse in the Kim Jong
Un regime, while creating a blueprint differentiated from the past, recalls the

past of the “Arduous March” during which forest destruction occured,

Keywords: Kim Jong Un Regime, Ecological Discourse, Kim Jong Il Patriotism,

Arduous March, Forest Restoration
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