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Mimetic Desire, Power of the Minority Reproduction and it's
Overcoming

Focusing on René Girard’s Theory of Violence

Yi, Chan Su

(Institute for Unification and Peace Studies at Seoul National University)

Abstract

René Girard states that humans are Homo Mimeticus, which means
humans imitate one another, The foundation of imitation stems from
humans’ desire to become equal to, or better than, one another,

This desire is, for example, the same as someone’s impulse that could be
strong enough to cause him/her to enter a restaurant when he/she witnesses
‘a model’(a mediation) eating inside the fine-dining, not necessarily because
he/she is hungry.

Capitalistic society is formed and grown not by the plain desire for
capital, but by making whoever owns the capital as a target desire, Girard
claims that a mediation exists between the subject and the target of desire.
Thus desire is always mimetic,

With regard to Girard's Theory of Mimetic Desire, this paper will not only
look into how the minority in our society still exists, but also review the
basics that reproduces the minority even more powerfully, The minorities
are the ones staying on the edges and the ones left out from the
mainstream of society of overlapping mimetic desires,

Inversely, the majority who have adapted to the system of mimetic
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desires keep and strengthen the system to reproductively block the minority
from entering into the system,

This paper will review the core of Girard’s thoughts based upon humans’
mimetic desires, such as ‘the scapegoat mechanism’ and ‘the sacred violence’,
to examine how scapegoat mechanism solidifies neo-liberal society that
stimulates free competition and structuralizes violence,

Rather than viewing the minority as social victims, this paper will
determine the logic which the structuralized violence could produce and
exclude the minority, and come up with the basics that could be used to
visualize society’s violent structures and the reality of the power-focused
system,

To do so, this paper will supportively incorporate Giorgio Agamben,
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, and Han Byung-Chul's ideas while critically
adopting Girard's theory of violence, which may be skewed toward the idea
of Christianity to a certain extent, The paper will conclude by seeking
possibility to overcome structuralized and internalized violence by getting

some ideas from Walter Benjamin and Uchida Tatsuru,

Key words: René Girard, mimetic desire, scapegoat mechanism, sacred

violence, minority, de-violent violence, divine violence,
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