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Developing a Liberal Arts Course in the “Visual Arts and Culture
of Everyday North Korea” for Unification and Peace in the

Korean Peninsula

Kim, Min-Soo - Lee, Jung-Eun - Kim, Mi-Hye

(Seoul National University)

Abstract

This study aims to develop a course in liberal arts education that would
help undergraduates improve their creativity and sensitivity in preparation
for the period of unification in the Korean peninsula, This course was
designed to encourage the academic comprehension and interpretation of
North Korean daily life and visual culture by immersing students in the
historical and cultural contents of North Korea,

Thus, the overarching goal for this course is to create a ‘culture of
unification’ by proving students the abilities to understand the art and
culture of North Korea via an academic approach; this will also benefit
empathy and sensitivity in the exchanges between South and North Korea.
The cultivation of these capabilities is the driving purpose for the creation
of an integrated unified culture.

The framework of this course is as follows, First, the main contents
presented to the students will consist of specific and comprehensive data
regarding North Korea, Second, students will have the opportunity to find

their own answers through individual experiences in the everyday visual arts
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and culture of North Korea which will help students develop their own
point of view of unification and peace, Third, the course will encourage
them to think upon the importance of peace attained through unification
and of unification itself, Fourth, this course will inspire students to have
sensitivity and instill mature civic awareness, The lectures will enable
undergraduates to not only develop a note of thoughtfulness regarding
North-South coexistence but also to approach unification with a balanced
perspective,

In the study conclusion, we offer suggestions for the overall composition
of the lecture contents derived from the 6 categories we have selected
(national arts, arts, urban architecture, design, performing arts, and films),
This study also proposes a detailed syllabus and the contents for each

weekly lecture,

Key words: unification culture, visual arts and culture, everyday life, North

Korea, unification education, liberal arts education,
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