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Political Utilization of Historical Memory:
An Analysis of A Memoir of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Participants

Cho, Eun Hee (Ewha Institute of Unification Studies)

North Korea, a typical regime of dictatorship, has not only routinely
mobilized its people by force, but also continued its efforts to obtain a
system of voluntary mobilization of the people, A good example of this type
of effort can be found in North Korea’s political utilization of A Memoir of
the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Participants(Memoir hereafter),

The purpose of studying Memoir when it was published in 1959 was to
learn the anti-Japanese revolutionary spirit, However, since 1969, the
purpose has changed into the fidelity for Kim Il-sung. And since 2003, the
generational transferring of the fidelity has been highlighted in the study of
Memoir, In 2007, 18 articles related to Memoir were published intensively
in the Rodong Sinmun, North Korea needed fidelity for its leader from
generation to generation in order to stabilize the hereditary system,

Since the 1980s, different versions of Memoir have been published
respectively for children, secondary school students, and adults, In addition
to this, multiple cultural media such as film and novel adaptations of
Memoir was developed for the political education of the people,

Starting from 2003, North Korea has completed the publication of the
newly edited version of Memoir(20 book series) in 2012, Given its struggles

to secure the legitimacy of political power and overcome the economic
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situation, North Korea is expected to further strengthen the education of

Memoir as part of its efforts to resolve those challenges,

Key Words: memory, history, A Memoir of the Anti-Japanese Guerilla Participants,

the anti-Japanese armed struggle, revolutionary tradition
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