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force within culture not only or not even primarily because of its content, but

because of the specific way in which it has evolved as a unique form of textuality
that, in its aesthetic transformation of cultural experience, employs procedures in
many ways analogous to ecological principles, restoring complexity, vitality and
creativity to the discourses of its cultural world by symbolically reconnecting them
with elemental forces and processes of life —in non-human nature, in the
collective and individual psyche, in the human body’(Hubert Zapf, “Literature as
Cultural Ecology: Notes Towards a Functional Theory of Imaginative Texts With
Examples from American Literature,” REAL, 17 (2001), p. 93).
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Envisioning the Path toward an Ecocentric Society and

the Role of Literature

Shin, Moonsu (Seoul National University)

The ever-worsening environmental crisis has sent a serious warning to the
global community regarding the urgency of embarking on a wholly new social
system based on ecocentrism, However the radical change from the current
industrial capitalist society to an ecocentric one is not easy to carry out, What
should be done along with it are the efforts to widen and deepen the
sociocultural base of ecologism, that is, to prepare the public for such a
fundamental shift, Three cultural agendas are proposed here as part of such
efforts: the redefinition of the self in terms of ecologism, the recovery of
placeness, and the increase of ecological literacy, Literature can serve as an
effective means to conduct these ecological projects. As reader-response
theorists have demonstrated, the reading of literary works provides the
opportunities to re-describe ourselves, our situation, and our past and thus
helps us to reform ourselves and to internalize alternative viewpoints
unconsciously, By promoting the ecological self that is place-based and
equipped with powerful ecological literacy, literary ecology will smooth the

path toward the establishment of a broader framework of ecocentrism,

Key Words: the environmental crisis, an ecocentric society, the ecological

self, sense of place, ecological literacy, literary ecology
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