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Korean Perception to the Unification during 2007~2015:

Focused on Generation Gap and Intra-Generation Differentiation

Kim, Byeong Jo (KNDU)

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to examine generation gap in the
perception on the unification, Following Mannheim's argument, I attempted
to demarcate generation according to critical domestic and inter-Korean
experiences in the adolescents period, As a result, the author classified
generations as follows: system competition generation, democratic-nationalistic
unification generation, post-Cold war unification generation, neoliberal
unification generation,

In the analysis, I found that there are gaps in the unification perception
among the generations, And President Park Gunhae's unification policy,
which was declared in the 2013, has had differential effects to each
generation, And the subsequent analysis showed that the unification
perception is influenced not only generational differences but also
unification policy and inter-Korean relations, So, the author proposed, to
enhance national unification perception, it is necessary that government
unification policy should be tailored according to each generation and

inter-Korean relations are to be improved,
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But to consider each generation as a unitary group leads over-simplification
of the real world, Intra-generation differentiation should be examined, The
analyses revealed that there are intra-generation differentiation according
to the type of unification consciousness, In reality, generation gap and
intra-generational differentiation are mixed in the Korean unification perception,
The generation gap remains apparently in the abstract level of unification
perception and the intra-generation differentiation can be found clearly in the

concrete level,

Key words: unification perception, generation gap, intra-generation differentiation.
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