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Three Types of the North Korean Refugees Literature — Based on
the Novel Writers, Seon Woo-hui, Lee Ho-cheol and Choi In-hoon

Bang, Min-ho(Seoul National University)

Abstract

The paper assumes that the concept of North Korean Refugees Literature
can be the key for analyses of the Korean Modern Literature after liberation,
in particular the literature in the 1950~1960s, So, it is believed that this
concept can be adopted to analyze short and full-length novels of the North
Korean refugee writers like Seon Woo-hui, Lee Ho-cheol and Choi In-hoon,
The following novels were analyzed in detail — “Golgotha without the Holy
Rood” and “Manghyang” by Seon Woo-hui, “Petite Bourgeois™ (a full-length
novel) by Lee Ho-cheol and “The Square’, “Journey to the West’ and
“Hwadu” by Choi In-hoon,

For the North Korean Refugees Literature to be used as an academic tool
for analyses that goes beyond the concept of criticism, the paper identifies
that its essence lies in “loss of hometown” and a so-called ‘diaspora’. Owing
to this, it is suggested as the most suitable literature to explore the
psychological direction of the modern literature, 3 types of the North
Korean Refugees Literature can be drawn from the loss of hometown, First

is the literature that covers the return to hometown, second is the one that



covers stories of adapting to local lives and third is the one that talks about

finding a real hometown,

Key word: North Korean refugees literature, loss of hometown, diaspora,
Seon Woo-hui, Lee Ho-cheol, Choi In-hoon, Golgotha without the Holy
Rood, Manghyang, Petit Bourgeois, The Square, Journey to the West,
Hwadu,
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