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North Korea-China cultural exchanges not being exchangeable:

Focusing on art film exchanges since 2006

Kim, Sung-eun (Dongguk University)

Abstract

North Korean art films were very popular in China in the 1970s, but their
popularity was exceptional, originated from the process of resolving the
conflicts of the two countries during the Cultural Revolution, Today, North
Korea-China cultural exchanges are continuing in various fields besides
films, There are two conflicting claims that cultural exchanges are increased
due to North Korea's increased dependence on China and that they are
decreased due to the development of Chinese culture industry.

This study examined the current status of North Korea-China cultural
exchanges, focusing on art film exchanges since 2006, During this period,
the production of North Korean films was declined unprecedentedly, while
the Chinese film industry was greatly developed, In this asymmetrical
situation, film exchanges are on the tradition of screening old films on
anniversaries and diplomatic events of both countries. Especially, from the
standpoint of China, there is no reason to be interested in outdated North
Korean films, American films are much more familiar and popular to the
people of China today than those of North Korea, North Korea-China film
exchanges will continue formally, but it is unlikely that the asymmetry of

exchanges will be reduced.
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