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The United States held elections for President, Congress, and an array of other offices on Tuesday, November 5th.

The election saw high turnout as over 150 million Americans cast their ballots. After a closely fought campaign, the

Republican party won control of the federal government. Former President Donald J. Trump won a decisive victory
over current Vice President Kamala Harris. Trump’s Republican Party also won a narrow majority in the United States

Senate and House of Representatives.

Factors Contributing to Trump’s Victory

Trump’s victory was driven by dissatisfaction with

inflation and unhappiness with President Biden’s Trump's Victory was driven by
leadership over the past four years. In the dissatisfaction with inflation and
aftermath of the COVID pandemic, America saw its unhappiness with President Biden's
highest inflation in decades. While inflation has leadership --- public opinion on

declined in recent years, prices for most goods and immigration shifted in a conservative
services are still far higher than prior to when direction during the Biden presidency--
Biden took office. Meanwhile, real median personal abortion appears to have receded as a

income has stagnated. After significantly major issue in this election--

increasing during Trump’s presidency, the median

American now makes less money than in 2019.

Immigration surged under President Biden. Perhaps in response, public opinion on immigration shifted in a

conservative direction during the Biden presidency. This led to broad support for Trump’s more restrictive

immigration policies in exit polls, which further fueled Trump’s victory.

Abortion has long been a major cleavage in American politics. Democrats tend to support Americans’ right to get an

abortion, while Republicans oppose access to abortions. Prior to the election, many political analysts thought the


https://election.lab.ufl.edu/2024-general-election-turnout/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/hey-stupid-it-wasnt-just-economy-it-was-inflation-2024-11-06/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/hey-stupid-it-wasnt-just-economy-it-was-inflation-2024-11-06/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/06/us/politics/election-takeaways-trump-harris.html
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/MEPAINUSA672N
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/10/01/migrant-encounters-at-u-s-mexico-border-have-fallen-sharply-in-2024/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/10/immigration-public-opinion-reversal/680196/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-elections/exit-polls
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/fact-sheet/public-opinion-on-abortion/
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saliency of reproductive rights would increase due to the Supreme Court’s 2022 Dobbs decision overturning a national
right to an abortion. They believed this might lead voters that favored reproductive rights to support Kamala Harris
and other Democrats. But after playing a major role in the 2022 midterm elections, abortion appears to have receded
as a major issue in this election. Exit polls indicated many Americans supported abortion rights, but still voted for
Republican candidates.

The Democrats’ defeat

in the United States also parallels
elections across the industrialized world
that have led incumbent governments to
go down in defeat---.

The Democrats’ defeat in the United States also

parallels elections across the industrialized

world that have led incumbent governments to
go down in defeat since COVID due to concerns

about the cost of living and immigration. In fact,

the ideological orientation of the incumbent governments doesn’t seem to matter very much. In America, the liberal

Democratic party was punished in this election. But in Japan and the United Kingdom, the conservative parties

recently lost their elections due to similar unhappiness about inflation and the economy.

Exit poIIs indicate that 46% of Furthermore, the U.S. election saw continued shifts in the

self-identified Hispanic voters coalitions of the Democratic and Republican parties.
picked Trump up from 32% Latino voters appear to have dramatically increased their

in the 2020 election-:-, | support of Trump and other Republican candidates. Exit
Young, male voters also shifted polls indicate that 46% of self-identified Hispanic voters
dramatically toward Trump ---. picked Trump, up from 32% in the 2020 election when

Trump lost to Joe Biden. Young, male voters also shifted dramatically toward Trump.

Polarization of voters by education also continued to increase. Lower education voters trended toward Trump, while

higher education voters trended toward Harris and the Democratic party as they have in other recent elections.

Democracy

Many Americans worried that democracy itself was on the ballot in this election. Former President Trump made a

number of autocratic statements during the campaign, even threatening to unleash the criminal justice system on

his political enemies. It remains to be seen whether he will follow through on these threats.

Beyond this election, America faces a number of long-term threats to its democracy. Over the past several decades,

the United States has seen growing partisan polarization at .
As in South Korea, members of

both U.S. parties now fear

major policy changes

if the other party gains

unified control of the government.

both the mass and elite levels. As in South Korea, members
of both U.S. parties now fear major policy changes if the
other party gains unified control of the government. This
has led to greater voter turnout and political engagement.

But it has also led some to question the results of elections



https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-organization
https://www.npr.org/2022/11/25/1139040227/abortion-midterm-elections-2022-republicans-democrats-roe-dobbs
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/2024-election-exit-poll-analysis-abortion/story?id=115579061
https://www.cnn.com/2024/07/09/politics/global-elections-roundup/index.html
https://www.vox.com/2024-elections/383208/donald-trump-victory-kamala-harris-global-trend-incumbents
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2024/06/migration-global-elections-climate-impact?lang=en
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/04/opinion/trump-harris-inflation.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trumps-return-power-fueled-by-hispanic-working-class-voter-support-2024-11-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trumps-return-power-fueled-by-hispanic-working-class-voter-support-2024-11-06/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/exit-polls-2024-presidential-election/
http://ippsr.msu.edu/news/new-grossmann-book-explores-political-polarization-and-educational-attainment
https://www.nbcwashington.com/decision-2024/2024-voter-turnout-election-demographics-trump-harris/3762138/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/nbc-news-exit-poll-voters-express-concern-democracy-economy-rcna178602
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/will-justice-department-fbi-officials-carry-trumps-prosecutions-rivals-rcna175650
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psq.12716

3 ROK-US POLICY BRIEF POLITICAL SHIFTS AND POLICY IMPACTS: AN ANALYSIS OF THE 2024 U.S. ELECTIONS

Political scientists have found that that their party loses. This is concerning because political

the wiIIingness of Iosing parties to scientists have found that the willingness of losing parties

concede elections and the peaceful to concede elections and the peaceful transfer of power
transfer of power that follows are that follows are crucial to democratic survival.

crucial to democratic survival.

Unlike other democracies, United States elects its

president through the “electoral college” rather than via a popular vote of its people. In both 2000 and 2016, the

loser of the popular vote became president due to narrow victories in the electoral college. As a result, the country

elected a president that was not supported by

In both 2000 and 2016,

the loser of the popular vote became
president due to narrow victories

in the electoral college---. Americans
averted this outcome in 2024 due to
Trump's decisive victory in both

the popular vote and the electoral college.

a majority of Americans. Americans averted
this outcome in 2024 due to Trump’s decisive
victory in both the popular vote and the
electoral college, but there is no guarantee
that the electoral college will line-up with the

popular vote in the future.

The United States Senate is also not

majoritarian. Each state gets two Senators regardless of the state’s population. As a result, the Senate over-

represents small, rural states. California and Wyoming receive the same number of senators even though California

has over 50 times more people than Wyoming. In 2024, the Republican party won control of the Senate. But

Republican senators represent far fewer Americans

In 2024, the RePUbllcan party won than Democratic senators. This pro-Republican bias
control of the Senate. But Republican

senators represent far fewer
Americans than Democratic senators.

in the Senate due to the over-representation of rural

states is likely to continue for the foreseeable future.

Finally, the United States continues to see debates

about access to the ballot box. Some want to continue making it easier for people to vote, by making it simpler to
register to vote and enabling citizens to cast their ballots via mail. Others worry about the security of the election
system. They believe that voters should be required to prove their identity and citizenship, and voters should only

be allowed to cast their ballots in-person. These debates led to an explosion of litigation in courts over mail-in

ballots, voter identification laws, and other voting rules in the 2024 election. Voting rights are likely to remain hotly

contested in the years ahead.

Policy Consequences of the Election

The election has major consequences for American foreign policy. Former President Trump’s victory means that the

United States is likely to re-assess its international commitments. It may reduce its commitments to NATO. It is also

unlikely to send significantly more military assistance to Ukraine.


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psq.12716
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psq.12716
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psq.12716
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psq.12716
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psq.12716
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psq.12716
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/562246/how-democracies-die-by-steven-levitsky-and-daniel-ziblatt/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/562246/how-democracies-die-by-steven-levitsky-and-daniel-ziblatt/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/electoral-college-explained
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/9/17/20868790/republicans-lose-popular-vote-win-electoral-college
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-challenge-to-democracy-overcoming-the-small-state-bias/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-challenge-to-democracy-overcoming-the-small-state-bias/
https://x.com/PoliticsWolf/status/1854253371244568684
https://x.com/PoliticsWolf/status/1854253371244568684
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/interactive/2023/us-senate-bias-white-rural-voters/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/interactive/2023/us-senate-bias-white-rural-voters/
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/13/nx-s1-5150093/kamala-harris-voting-rights-trump
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/LSB/LSB11244
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2dl0e4l7lzo
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The election also has major consequences for America’s trade policy. Former President Trump has proposed large

increases in tariffs on most imports. If he enacts these tariffs, they could shift some manufacturing jobs from

overseas back to the United States, at the cost of higher prices for American consumers. Politically, one of the

lessons of this election is that American voters blame

if Trump's tariffs lead to higher
inflation, he and his Republican allies
could be penalized at the ballot box in
the 2026 and 2028 elections.

elected officials for inflation. So if Trump’s tariffs

lead to higher inflation, he and his Republican allies
could be penalized at the ballot box in the 2026 and
2028 elections.

From a domestic perspective, Trump’s victory could lead to major policy changes. He and his allies in the Republican
Party are likely to extend tax cuts for wealthy Americans. Trump is also likely to crack down on immigration. He
could restart plans to build a wall at American’s border with Mexico. He has promised to deport many undocumented

immigrants from the United States.

Republicans won unified control of the federal government in this election. But there continues to be substantial
polarization between Democrats and Republicans about the right path for America. A major question for Trump's
administration will be whether he can bring Americans together and facilitate bipartisan compromises on important

policies. If not, partisan divides are likely to continue over the next four years.

The US-ROK Policy Brief is a joint publication between The George Washington University Institute for
Korean Studlies (GWIKS) and the Seoul National University Institute for Peace and Unification Studlies (IPUS)
dedlicated to exploring current Korea-related policy matters within regional and global contexts.
Disclaimer:

The views expressed in the US-ROK Policy Brief are those of the authors alone, and should not be taken to
represent the views of the editor, GWIKS, IPUS or any other organization.


https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/trump-favors-huge-new-tariffs-how-do-they-work
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/trump-favors-huge-new-tariffs-how-do-they-work
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/11/06/here-what-president-elect-trumps-tariff-plan-may-mean-for-your-wallet.html
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/hey-stupid-it-wasnt-just-economy-it-was-inflation-2024-11-06/
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/the-republican-tax-cut-gamble-that-is-about-to-pay-off-4e83fa17
https://apnews.com/article/trump-immigration-border-asylum-mass-deportation-a681c4980ef25e2b3a7ae670c9094f4a



