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The Effects of Nationalism and Statism in Korean Unification Policies

Kim, Chun-Sig (IPUS, Seoul National University)

Abstract

This article is to analyze the formation processes and characteristics of the
unification policies in South Korea which were systematized through the
dynamic process of politics between the late 80's and early 90's, Nationalism
and Statism were the dominant underpinning philosophies of these policies,

In the era of the Post-Cold War and democratization, even though the
authoritarian  regime disallowed such activities, student activist groups
successfully promoted unification discourse, Although Korean nationalism
had previously failed to impact unification policy after liberation, it provided
a backdrop for this unification discourse at this time, Though the Rho
Tae-Woo administration began with weak political base, it flexibly and
effectively managed the pro-unification movements of students activist
groups and civil groups while also dealing with the delicate international
situation after the Cold War, The Rho administration allowed civil society to
speak out about unification, and went a step further by establishing a policy
called the Unification Plan for One National Community with the aim of
strengthening ties between South and North Korea by announcing the July

7th declaration. The basic idea of this unification policy was based on the
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Korean nationalism, With the nationalistic unification policy, and so enjoyed
broad support from diverse groups,

However, the exchanges and cooperation of South and North Korea
aiming to the formation and promotion of national community caused
anxiety because of how radical and illegal it was, To further strengthen the
One National Community policy, the Rho administration passed the
Inter-Korean Exchange and Cooperation Act, It gained the support of the
opposition party as well as civil society, Thus, Statism became a critical

systematic factor in unification policy,

Key words: Unification Discourse, Korean Nationalism, The July 7th Declaration,
National Community, Inter-Korean Exchange and Cooperation Act, and Statism
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Recent Changes in Attitudes of North Koreans towards South

Korea based on Interviews of North Korea Defectors

Kim, Philo (IPUS, Seoul National University)

Abstract

This study analyzes the recent changes in North Korean attitudes toward
South Korea, based on interviews conducted in June 2014 by the Institute
for Peace and Unification Studies, Seoul National University, North Korean
attitudes toward South Korea can be divided into three areas: perception of
South Korea, knowledge about South Korea, and attitudes about South
Korea’s policies toward the North,

North Korean perceptions of South Korea have become less cooperative
and more hostile; awareness of insecurity has increased; and awareness of
South Korea and humanitarian assistance to the North by the South
decreased in 2014, However, a majority of North Korean people still
consider the South as a partner despite latent and actual political and
military conflicts, This indicates that a strong feeling of belonging to the
same ethnic group still exists in North Korea,

Compared to South Korean attitudes toward the North, both groups share
many attitudinal similarities, such as awareness of the other Korea, mutual

recognition of heterogeneity between the two Koreas, and inter-Korea
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security concerns, There are also differences, most notably that North
Koreans tend to regard the South as a better partner than the other way
around, These results may be attributed to the influence of South Korea’s
cultural wave on North Korean attitudes and the North’s relations with its

neighbors, rather than bias contained in this sample group,

Keywords: North Korean Attitudes toward South Korea, South Korean
Attitudes toward North Korea, Conceptions of Inter-Korean Relations,

Conceptions of Unification,
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The Vietnam War and Pacifism in Japan

: Focusing on Peace Discourse of Beheren and Zenkyoto

Nam, Ki-Jeong (IJS, Seoul National University)

Abstract

During the Vietnam War there were two major types of social movements
in Japan: one was called Beheren(Peace to Vietnam! Citizens Coalition),
which was a nonviolent antiwar movement run by ordinary citizens, The
other was Zenkyoto, a revolutionary violent movement whose main
protagonists were university students of the new left wing, These
movements arose largely out of discontent that Japan was used as a base
to supply the Vietnam War with military goods, Many Japanese were
unhappy with this situation and thought that the country should not be
associated with the Cold War or the war efforts of the United States in East
Asia, In this vein they demanded the deconstruction of the Post-war system
where the Peace Constitution was endorsed by the US-Japan alliance,

People participated in Beheren or Zenkyoto would like to make Japan
stop participating in the Vietnam War by changing the reality of the military
base-state and then challenging the war system in East Asia, While Beheren
aimed to deconstruct the military bases and cut ties with the US, Zenkyoto's

goal was to deconstruct Japan itself which was identified with the U.S,
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military bases, Peace movements in Japan as a ‘base-state’ have had goals
to which both two different groups aimed, But in spite of these movements
the post-War system has survived, Furthermore, the philosophical roots of
these movements were conserved as thought to support the post-War
system, and were therefore criticized by groups insisting on breaking away

from the system,

Keywords: the Vietnam War, antiwar movement, pacifism, Beheren, Zenkyoto,
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Realism and Utopia: Reading ‘The Unofficial Constitution of the
Republic of the Ryukyuan Society’

Sun, Ge (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, CASS)

Abstract

An Okinawan poet, ‘Kawamichi Shinichi’s, ‘The Unofficial Constitution of
the Republic of the Ryukyuan Society'(1981) is full of Utopian imagination,
and also includes awareness of reality, and historical contents, Kawamichi's
Constitution is based on the awareness of national self-determination in
Okinawan society grown up through a series of historical events such as
“the annexation of Ruykyus” in 1879, the trusteeship of United States Civil
Administraion of the Ryukyu Islands in 1953, and the reversion of trustee
power with full legislative, administrative, and judicial authority to Japan in
1972, Moreover, the Constitution provides alternative sources of thought,
and seeks for self-reliance, different from the prevalent segregationism over
national liberty, It is also against any form of violence, and denies the state,
Finally, it proposes “The Republic of the Ryukyuan Society” as a counterpart
to violent domination and voluntary subordination under any cause,

An Okinawan thinker, Okamoto Keitoku's "Thought of a Horizontal Axis:
Sense of Okinawan Community3(1971) is a text well corresponding to

Kawamichi's "The Constitution;, Okamoto oversets both conception of the
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state and the anti-state, denies intelligent elitism over people, and finally
approaches the logic of people's lives through conception of “community
physiology”. Once reading it along with the Okamoto's book, it Kawamichi's
"The Constitution provides an answer over a question, what Okinawa is, on
which Okamoto endeavors, In consequence, both Kawamichi and Okamoto
do not place Okinawa at the place of a victim, and provide Okinawan

thought as the alternative way of thinking self-reliance,

Keywords: Okinawa, Kawamichi Shinichi, Okamoto Keitoku, Okinawan

self-reliance, the Republic of the Ryukyuan Soceity, and community physiology
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From A Dining Table to Peace: Overcoming Food-blindness To
Awaken Food-sight

Yi, Chan-Su (IPUS, Seoul National University)

Abstract

The ‘act of eating’ and the food being eaten’ constitute the basic principle
of life, This paper will reflectively discuss where food comes from, the
processes that food must undergo before it can be served, and finally what
it means to eat at the dimension of natural philosophy. This paper considers
the political and economic meanings of food to critically examine how huge
capital has globally dominated the food industry, and how food has become
used as a means of profitability,

People have a tendency, called as ‘food-blindness, to ignore the
processes of food production and in doing so, the true meaning of eating,
Instead, they buy and consume food mechanically. Therefore, this paper
suggests people glow their ability to see the natural and societal values of
food, called as ‘food-sight’, This paper also asserts true peace is unattainable
if the principle of food is ignored or forgotten, and the act of eating must

be followed by the practice of living for religious purposes,

Keywords: food, food-blindness, food-sight, food processes, food consumption,
GMO, food mileage
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