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Research Questions
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Who was included into, and was excluded from, “we, the people of Korea™?

Especially, did South Koreans’ notion of “we, the people of Korea” include
North Korean compatriots (pukhan tongp’o or ibuk tongp’o), residing in
North Korea which the constitution of the ROK stipulated as a part of the
ROK's territory but over which the ROK was not able to exert its jurisdiction,
or exclude them?




Are North Korean Compatriots “Korean"?

The Trifurcation of Ethnic Nationalism in South
Korea during the Syngman Rhee Era (1948-1960)

Journal of Korean Studies,
v. 24, no. 1, pp. 149-171
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Andre Schmid, Korea between Empires 1895-1919 (2002)

Schmid argues that “ethnic nationalism” as such continues to prevail
in South and North Korea even today and, as a result, “[though] two
state, one minjok, describes the current condition of the peninsula,”
“the minjok united as a single state remains the ideal [on both sides
of the Korean peninsula).”

That is, despite the division of Korea in reality, Schmid suggests,
South Koreans still maintain that all Koreans of South and
North Korea belong to the same ethnic nation on the basis of a
common bloodline and shared ancestry.

-11-
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Gi-Wook Shin, Ethnic Nationalism in Korea (2006)

He argues that, under the influence of ethnic nationalism which
assumes the Korean nation as an ethnically homogeneous
Tanilminjok and treats all Koreans as descendants of Tan’gun, South
Koreans have developed “national identity based on shared
bloodline and ancestry.”

According to him, South Koreans “consider ‘blood’ the most
important criterion of defining the Korean nation,” and believe that
“[because] our nation has a single bloodline” “Koreans are all
brothers and sisters regardless of residence and ideology.”

Citing a survey which he conducted in the fall of 2000 in South
Korea, Shin even points out that South Koreans regard “North
Korean people” as belonging to “the same ethnic nation.”

Arguments

Emphasizing the ethnic nature of Korean nationalism, previous studies
suggest that Tanilminjok nationalism has remained intact since the early
20t century.

To be sure, it is undeniably true that ethnic nationalism as such has
prevailed in South Korea even after the division of Korea while
“[providing] the rationale underlying most arguments for reunification.”

Following the division of Korea, however, different versions of ethnic
nationalism emerged in South Korea. That is, experiencing the reality
of the division of Korean, many South Koreans began to “imagine” the
boundaries of “we, the people of Korea” differently though
acknowledging that historically all Koreans of South and North Korea,
regardless of their place of residence and ideology, belong to the same
ethnic nation.

-12-




Arguments

Paying insufficient attention to this ramification, previous studies often
describe Korean nationalism as a static one, the core of which
(especially, the “imagined” boundaries of the Korean nation) has
remained intact since the early 20t century.

To criticize these studies, this study will demonstrates that, after the
division of Korea, Korea’s ethnic nationalism trifurcated, at least in
South Korea, into three different but closely related versions:
Tanilminjok nationalism, anticommunist nationalism, and
Taehanmin’guk nationalism, and that the balance among them
gradually shifted from Tanilminjok nationalism to Taehanmin’quk
nationalism as the division of Korea solidified, in particular, after the
Korean War.

Methodology

Benedict Anderson: “Print capitalism”

Analyzing newspaper articles of Chosonilbo, Dongailbo and
Kyunghyangsinmun from Aug. 15, 1948 to April 26, 1960.

Chosoénilbo available at http:/kiss.kstudy.com

Dongailbo and Kyunghyangsinmun available at
http://newslibrary.naver.com

Keywords:

“pukhan tongp’o (North Korean compatriots)”
“ibuk tongp’o (compatriots of the North)”
“kungmin (nationals or the people)”

“minjok (nation or ethnie)”

“kydre (nationals or the people),”
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Until the early 1950s, despite the division of Korea, an inclusive narrative
which included North Korean compatriots into the “imagined” boundaries of
“‘we, the people of Korea” was dominant.

- Lt 0= O1Z 29| Tanilminjok (one homogeneous nation) nationalism

With the division of Korea, however, an exclusive narrative which excluded
North Korean compatriots from the “imagined” boundaries of “we, the
people of Korea” gradually emerged in South Korea.

- Cist8l= O1% 39| Taechanmin’guk (the Great ROK) nationalism

Meanwhile, under the influence of anticommunism, which functioned as a
governing ideology of the Syngman Rhee government, a different version of
ethnic nationalism, that is, anticommunist nationalism, which distinguished
“‘commies” from “patriotic compatriots” of North Korea, and excluded the
former from “we, the people of Korea” by otherizing them as “anti-
nationalists,” emerged in South Korea in those days.

- Ht&g Ol= 39| Anticommunist nationalism

Az} Qo

CHQl Ol = O] == 9|: South and North Koreans belong to the same nation
regardless of their place of residence and ideology.

HtZ BI=3=9|: South Koreans and “patriotic compatriots (aeguk tongp’o)” of
North Korea belong to the same nation, but “commies (kongsan tobae)” are
“traitors of the nation (minjok Ui paesinja) who betray the fatherland and the
nation,” “enemies of the nation (minjok Gi wénsu),” “anti-nationalist elements
(panminjok punja),” or “obstructers of the unification (t'ongil il
panghaehanin cha).”

CHotRl= OI=ZF09|: “We, the people of Korea” includes only South Koreans
while excluding North Korean compatriots.

Though the three versions coexisting in those days, the balance among
them shifted gradually from Tanilminjok nationalism to Taehanmin’guk
nationalism as the division of Korea solidified, in particular, after the Korean
War (1950-1953). CHERIE QIEZZFo 5 Ojjetil= BFF9
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Despite the division of Korea (1948)
President Rhee and government officials’ statements
Newspaper editorials and columns

When referring to the members (constituents) of the ROK (Cfj ¢t 21 =), they
usually used such terms as “samch’énman (£t Bt; thirty-million),”
“samch’énman uri (283t 22|; we, thirty-million)” “samch’énman dongpo
(AX Ot =3, thirty-million compatriots),” “samch’6nman kungmin (A& 0t =
O1; thirty-million citizens),” “samch’6nman minjok (%% 8t DI = thirty-million
nationals),” etc.

chelo|

= 0|
[ I e ™1

= OI
Lﬁ —

A
T
Korean Statistical Information Service

The total population of South Korea at the end of 1946 was
19,369,270. (about twenty millions)

The total population of South Korea, according to the 1949
population census, 20,167,000. (about twenty millions)

The estimated total population of North Korea in 1949 was
9,740,000. (about ten millions)

From these population data, it is possible to infer that the
commonly used term “samch’6nman’ included not only South
Koreans but also North Koreans.
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President Rhee’s speech (Sep. 30, 1948)

CAACHTEE) Bl F&ARR FALH o] Ot 2Qlo] 53 S 2
S TO0| o[ =2/ d Mot =] F Tt & X (thirty million
compatriots of home and abroad)20j| A|HQo| [ E mEst2 Lto| Jt&t
S35 M2stE HHYLC . FHE 2 X ANOE OI= oln
(sovereignty is in the thirty-million nationals) @ = MX|& AN A Atz
X 2o Az|ot Moo 72N oz aolo| 253+ 274Ql QLT .. &
e UL oo ANM Algd| =2 HEstn 2o 2ot
AES FZISHOM .. e 2= HighiHo| MEo| SiLh= AHPE Ex0] 0l
=M D o|X ZEHMoz M OIEEQ ZHEQIX | X|&sl= LHEEQIRY}
Z7| 9o opRig At

THEAE, THEY AN W HE 19481 108 29

ol A N X
TS gl K39

The Representative Leader, Chang Myon’s speech at the U.N. General
Assembly (Dec. 7, 1948)

"ol |0 RS MA K FH=ZIH CHE 2O A E*EWM;L ELE A= o
otil= CHEQ| LIE X CHEtS] BE o2 M2t5e= HIO|Ch Mt St= =0l
S "Q0l"S 13 3 5|gfo| ANOE M1 Qiry . A[SISIEr0] 1 24
HI0|M AYSH HieF 260] 1948 F 5 102 MA Zdut= Q2o o]
nlv,;._l = QIO H(%) st=t R T10| oF MEX|0|7} HFEotE= ... st= Q1719
ALELX| O] O]AF = O] MOt H(two-thirds of the total Korean population,
that is, twenty millions)0| S¢l ZFA| Sl0f] A E AMA|StD NEE =25}
PN N = EjtI3I_T'_ U= Z0|C} 0|0l U= AtetH o= (—2HEd, E XL,
AHE ﬁag‘f@)o 22| oldlo| 47 X[2(a third of our people)= A._'lszﬂ
E‘Zt* 90'? A= MEoIALE 01%;&5—%% HEIF FoIE Aol o
SEX A E[ofoF ottt =3 = S AU

SOt "otlZe| A ol H| Ao TEHMN 4 1948/12/22.
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<Table 1> The Number of Editorials mentioning “Thirty Million”

2 13 3 4

18 27 9 6 2
20 40 10 7 55 - 6
1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960° Total

2 2 0 0 78
5 0 1 94
: ’ 0 . 172

* From January 1 to December 31 of each year.

** Except the period from June 28, 1950, to December 31, 1951,

in which the publication of newspapers was stopped by the Korean War and unavailable for searching.
*** Except the period from June 28, 1950, to October 3, 1950,

in which the publication of newspapers was stopped by the Korean War and unavailable for searching.

cholol= |
=2 -1 =

South Koreans and “patriotic compatriots (aeguk tongp’o)” of North
Korea belong to the same nation.

But a small number of “commies (kongsan tobae)” are “traitors of the
nation (minjok Gi paesinja) who betray the fatherland and the nation,”
“‘enemies of the nation (minjok i wénsu),” “anti-nationalist elements
(panminjok punja),” or “obstructers of the unification (t'ongil dl
panghaehantin cha).”

“‘Commies” are “puppets” of the USSR and belong to a different
nation (the USSR).

d40[et 4t 02l= 23 0|2 22| UF2| B LAt

— =
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When dealing with the issues of economic statistics, taxation,
rice problem, public health and nutrition, coal supply, fishery,
etc. in which South Korea had developed its own independent
system separated from North Korea, many newspaper articles
explicitly pointed out that “the total population of our country
(uri nara)” was “twenty million,” and excluded “ten million
tongp’o” of North Korea from this category.
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South Koreans began to “imagine” themselves as a different community,
sometimes as a different nation, at least, in the areas of economy and
everyday life in which South Korea developed its own independent
system separated from North Korea, while acknowledging that
historically all Koreans of South and North Korea belonged to the same
ethnic nation and should unite together in the long run.
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In terms of the frequency, the term “thirty million” was more frequently used
in newspaper articles than the term “twenty million kungmin” throughout the
whole Rhee Syngman era (only about 14 articles in Kyonghyangsinmun and
about 17 articles in Tongailbo mentioned “twenty million kungmin” explicitly).

This is not sufficient enough, however, to prove that taniiminjok nationalism
was more influential than Taehanmin’guk nationalism, because newspaper
articles in the 1950s usually used the terms “chén kungmin (all the
nationals)” and “kungmin chénch’e (the people as a whole),” instead of
using the term “twenty million” explicitly, to refer to South Koreans only, and
excluded North Korean compatriots from these categories implicitly. In fact,
the numbers of Tongailbo’s article which mentioned “chén kungmin” and
“kungmin chénch’e” from January 1, 1951 to December 31, 1960 are 1,844
and 466 respectively, many of which used these terms to refer to South
Koreans only.

Ml 7tx| RIFF2|9| SE

For this reason, without specifying quantitatively which
nationalism was the most dominant one, this study suggests
that, as the division of Korea solidified in the 1950s, Taehanmin’quk
nationalism emerged in South Korea as an alternative to tanilminjok
nationalism and anticommunist nationalism, and that this new
variant coexisted with the other two.
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Gellner: Congruence between national and political boundaries.

Seen from a Gellner’s perspective, the above examination also
reveals that South Koreans tried to make the “national” boundaries
congruent with the political ones of the ROK by imagining
themselves as a different community.

Following the division of Korea, both the ROK and the DPRK tried to
realize the Gellner’s nationalist principle (the congruence between
the national and the political boundaries) by changing the political
boundaries of two Koreas. That is, by unifying two Koreas, they tried
to make the political boundaries of their regime congruent with the
national boundaries of the Korean nation.

o|2X sto|
ﬂ

dege ctatdE Sl AAE dAH 2| Hat Al

Ot S8 HE5IH FXE FAHZ2 Hat A x.

Under the Cold War situation after the Korean War, however, this
option (to realize the Gellner’s nationalist principle by changing the
political boundaries) could not be realized.

In this circumstance, the above examination implies, South Koreans
tried to realize the Gellner’s nationalist principle by adjusting the
national boundaries to the political boundaries of the ROK, that is,
by imagining South Koreans as a different national community
separated from North Korean compatriots.
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