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A Study on North Korea’s Social and Cultural Exchange
with Vietnam in the 1960s
: Focusing on solidarity events and supporting international

students and trainees

Kim, Sang-Bum (IFES, Kyungnam University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine and analyze the meaning of
North Korea's social and cultural support to Vietnam in the 1960s, focusing
on solidarity events and education issues concerning international students
and trainees, A total of 14 events for strengthening solidarity between North
Korea and Vietnam were planned and carried out, and this was an all-out
cultural and diplomatic war involving national human and material
resources, The solidarity events with Vietnam covered virtually all social and
cultural organizations in North Korea, but in reality, they were led by
General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea, North Korea used solidarity
events as an opportunity to explore and determine ways to support the
Vietnamese people politically, economically and morally,

In the first half of 1968, more than 2,500 Vietnamese students and
trainees received education in various fields at universities across the
country, including North Korea’s Kim Il-sung University, Kim Il-sung ordered

them to use the knowledge they learned in North Korea for the Vietnam
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Revolution, and these efforts by North Korea led to the formation of trust
among future generations, Social and cultural exchanges between the two
countries continued even amid tensions between the two countries, as
represented in Vietnam's Paris peace negotiations and policy turmoil before
and after Ho Chi Minh's death. This memory of trust played a crucial role
in forming the current “verified relationship” despite the ups and downs

between the two countries, as in Vietnam's invasion of Cambodia in 1978,

Keywords: Independence Solidarity, North Korea, Vietnam, Solidarity

Events, Vietnamese students and trainees in North Korea
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