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North Korea’s ‘Newly Liberated Areas’ Policy
During and After the Korean War: Assimilation and Repression

Kee, Kwang Seo (Chosun University)

Abstract

This article presents a study on North Korea's policies and measures for
the so-called ‘Newly Liberated Areas (five cities and counties) that came
under its rule through the Korean War, The North Korean authorities
provided various economic benefits, including food aid, to stabilize the
region and transplant North Korean order, They trained the active class to
be the guardians of the system, and induced a change in the consciousness
of the residents through culture and education projects.

The means of coercion and deterrence were mobilized to treat dissident
elements that were not resolved through education and culture, Tolerance
was given to those who surrendered, but for traitors, even their families
were at a disadvantage. From the beginning, Kim Il-sung reiterated that
North Korean families of those who fled south should not be
indiscriminately persecuted. But this was itself evidence of lower
enforcement agencies' unrelenting discrimination and persecution against
these families,

Since the latter half of 1957, the North Korean media rarely used the

name ‘Newly Liberated Areas’, but even after, the North Korean authorities
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continued to worry about ‘dissident elements there’, The best solution was
to strengthen class education with Marxist-Leninist ideology, If we define the
characteristics of the North Korean government's policy in this area, it can
be regarded as a policy of ‘assimilation and repression’ in which

incorporation into the regime and physical coercion were mixed,

Keywords: Korean War, North Korea, Newly Liberated Areas, Kaesong,

Kim Il-sung, national traitor, land reform
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