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Between Spontaneity and Compulsion:
A Review of North Korean Agricultural Collectivization
in the 1950s

Jo, Soo-Ryong (National Institute of Korean History)

Abstract

This study reviews the process of agricultural collectivization in North
Korea during the 1950s, using reports and statistical data prepared by the
Soviet Embassy in Pyongyang, Particular attention is paid to the background
and character of collectivization in North Korea, which was carried out at an
unprecedented speed, This has to do with the voluntary or coercive aspects
of grouping, The so-called popular stage of agricultural collectivization
began in the summer of 1954, Its purpose was to secure stable food rations
and labor supply for industrialization, The Central Committee of the Korean
Workers' Party emphasized the principle of volunteerism, but it was not
followed, Middle - class and wealthy peasants, who were forced to join
agricultural cooperatives, slaughtered or sold their livestock, Faced with a
food crisis, the KWP entered an adjustment period that limited the
quantitative growth of agricultural cooperatives from the second half of
1955, but soon returned to a radical policy. Only after the political crisis of
August-September 1956 eliminated the minority within the party and the

re-establishment of relations with the Soviet Union, collectivization was able
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to proceed smoothly without internal external disturbances, In North Korea,
it can be said that the collectivization of agriculture was not much different
from the way of expropriating middle - class and wealthy peasants to
finance industrialization, following Preobrazhensky’s theory of primitive

socialist accumulation,

Keywords: North  Korea, agricultural collectivization, agricultural

cooperatives, slaughter of livestock, food crisis, industrialization
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