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Social Awareness and Discrimination Revealed

in the Lives of the Disabled in North Korea

Song, Hyeon-Jin (Ewha Womans University)

Abstract

This study explores the lives of disabled people in North Korea, and the
social perception and status of discrimination against them, To this end,
in-depth interviews were conducted with five North Korean defectors who
have physical disabilities as a result of illness or accident in North Korea,
First, in North Korea, the disabled live dependent on their families without
any support or benefits from the state education, community life, livelihood,
recovery treatment, marriage, or movement, Second, North Korean society
perceives disabled people as beings not equal to non-disabled people, and
the disabled experience linguistic prejudice and discrimination, The North
Korean authorities do not actively inform the support system for the
disabled through education or the media, meaning that the disabled do not
receive adequate benefits, Third, North Koreans with disabilities experience
various forms of discrimination, including severe discrimination by disability
type and group, This study attempts to shed light on the lives of North
Koreans with disabilities, as experienced by them, in their own vivid voices,
Above all, the study was conducted at a time when the North Korean

authorities were attempting to change the system for the disabled, making



it meaningful in that it can infer a gap between the system and reality.

Keywords:  North  Korea, disabled persons, social awareness,

discrimination, disabled persons protection act
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