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Unification Education of the Korean Government:

History, Current Situation, and Directions

Kim, Jin-Hwan (National Institute for Unification Education)

Abstract

This article reflects on the directions for unification education the
government has offered to unification education workers and discusses what
direction to suggest going forward, To this end, first, it was confirmed that
the government’s unification education goals have changed according to the
changes in the situation inside and outside the Korean Peninsula since the
early 1970s, Next, we looked at changes in the governments unification
education goals and major achievements after the resumption of the Korean
Peninsula peace process in 2018, Finally, based on these reflections and
diagnosis, we propose a direction for unification education that the
government, schools, and civil society organizations unification education
that should pursue together through democratic and social consensus, The
education that the government is aiming for and that should be suggested
to unification education actors is known as “peace and unification
education,” peace and unification education of which emphasizes peace as
the reason for unification above all else and allows us to reflect on the
relationship between peace and unification, Peace and unification education

does not education that simply add elements(recognition of difference,



respect for diversity, non-violent communication, and fostering of peaceful
conflict resolution skills etc,) emphasized by peace education to the existing
unification education goals, Peace and unification education helps members
of Korean society view unification as a necessary task for the advancement
of peace on the Korean Peninsula and makes them aware that peace on the
Korean Peninsula will not be completed simply through unification.
Through this, peace and unification education enables the members of

Korean society to work tirelessly for peace, not just for unification,

Keywords: Unification education, peace and unification education, peace

on the Korean Peninsula, Korean unification
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