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A Qualitative Case Study on the Work Experiences of North
Korean Male Immigrants in their 50s and 60s: Focusing on the

Psychology of Working Theory

Jun, Joo-Ram (University of Seoul)

Shin, Yun-Jeong (Seoul National University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the work experiences of North
Korean male immigrants living in South Korea based on the Psychology of
Working Theory (PWT). To this end, four North Korean male immigrants
were recruited and individual in-depth interviews were conducted on their
work experiences, The contents of the interviews were analyzed by using
a qualitative case study methodology, The results are as follows, First, the
motives to maintain and continue their work include making for living,
taking responsibility as the breadwinner, affirming their sense of presence
within social relations, and designing their own future autonomously,
Second, the barriers to their job selection and maintenance include
microaggression against North Koreans, their own physical and
psychological vulnerabilities, and lack of job-related information such as the
importance of getting certain certificates or licenses, Lastly, the factors that
helped them sustain their work experience include using individual's

intrapersonal resources, choosing a career based on past vicarious and direct
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work experience, and government subsides, Followed by the results of this
study, its implications, limitations and future direction for follow-up studies

on North Korean male immigrants are discussed,

Key words: North Korean Male Immigrants, Job Experience, Work,
Psychology of Working Theory, Qualitative Case Study Methodology
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