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Multiculturalism and Social Integration in Korea

Sim, Seungwoo (Sungkyunkwan University)

Abstract

This article critically reviews the fundamental limitations inherent in
multiculturalism policies and discourses in the West and Korea, In
particular, this paper seeks the direction of social integration that can
overcome racism and ethnic race, The critical multiculturalism based on this
paper criticizes that the dominant multiculturalism has not overcome the
fundamentally deep-rooted racist dichotomy and orientalism, It is also
criticized for relying too much on tolerance discourse and consequently
turning a blind eye to dominance and inequality in reality, Moreover,
mainstream multiculturalism criticizes that it does not effectively construct
the power and strategy to overcome such practical limitations, This paper
emphasizes that the white-centered racial hierarchies are projected on
migrant and minority groups in a Korean context, and stresses that
overcoming the limitations of Korean racism and reconstructing exclusive
ethnicity is a prerequisite for true multicultural social integration, In
particular, this paper emphasizes that if Korean society seeks to move
toward a multicultural country in the future, it needs a perfectionist view of
citizens' rights, obligations, and citizenship to promote the common good of

multicultural social integration,
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