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Background and contents of the ‘New Era Rural Program’ in the

Kim Jong-un era

Song, Hyeon-jin (Ewha Womans University)

Abstract

This study analyzes the background, content, and characteristics of the
"New Era Rural Program’ adopted by the Kim Jong-un regime in 2021, based
on "Rodong Sinmuny, It intends to clarify the aims and prospects of the
new rural program, The alienation and dissatisfaction of farmers due to the
rural underdevelopment, and the stagnation and decline in agricultural
productivity due to internal and external crises are the backgrounds for
adopting the new rural program, The content of the Rural Program is to
make farmers into ‘knowledge-type workers and masters of rural revolution,
to increase agricultural productivity based on science and technology, to
solve North Korea's food problem, and to civilize and urbanize rural areas,
The characteristics discovered through comparison with the ‘socialist rural
thesis' are as follows, First, the peasant view of farmers as'working-class™ in
the previous era has changed to ‘knowledge-type workers’, Second, it has
changed from labor force-centered to science and technology-centered
improvement of agricultural productivity, Third, it aims to achieve equal
development between urban and rural areas beyond the level of urban

support for rural areas, The ‘New Era Rural Program’ aims for the
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‘comprehensive and balanced development of socialism’ in North Korea, and

it seems difficult to achieve the goal given the current economic situation in

North Korea,

Keywords: Kim Jong-un era, New era rural program, knowledge workers,

rural civilization, agricultural productivity increase
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