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The Strategic Identity Formation of Ming Loyalist Emigrés in the

late Joseon period

You, Bulran (Sogang University)

Abstract

In Korea, socio-political interactions have been complex among national
policies, migrant groups, and the society itself since the Japanese invasions
of Korea and the Ming-Qing transition period, Particularly, the Ming Loyalist
Emigrés issue revealed the intricacies of socio-political integration in two
ways, On a high-level, the issue included the entanglement of cultural
assimilation and differentiation, preferential policies in the political scene
and social discrimination in real life, On an individual level, the Emigrés
claimed to be a true successor of the Ming dynasty by the family
establishment, Ultimately, “we” is not a fixed entity created by the official
immigration policies, “We” rather actively engage in political struggles over
social approval and recognition among political groups in society, In this
paper, I examine the implications of immigrant integration by analyzing the
between-group competition strategies of the nine righteous literati’s
descendants over the other Chinese Emigrés and families in power of

Joseon,

Keywords: Multiple Identities, Loyalty to the Ming dynasty(daemyenong-tiiri),
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