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Brainwashing effects and limitations
on North Korea's 'Mother Party'
: Focusing on Kim Il sung's poems <Mother> and <Forgive>

by Kim Chul, a poet in the Joseon art film 'Guarantee'

Kim, Gyulee (Ewha Womans University)

Abstract

In this study, the brainwashing effects and limitations of North Korea's
"Mother Party" were investigated through testimony from North Korean
defectors through Kim Chul's poems "Mother" and "Forgive" inserted in the

" Of the nine North Korean defectors who

Joseon art film "Guarantee,
participated in the study, eight, excluding one from the Jangmadang gener-
ation, memorized more than 80% of the poem, When asked by the resear-
cher whether he or she thought of being truly loyal to the Mother Party
while reciting the poem, seven participants, excluding G and H who were
the Jangmadang generation in the 1990s, testified, "At that time, I was truly
loyal to the party and supposed it was natural to think so," However, G and
H, the Jangmadang generation, responded to the same question that, "I
didn't think the Mother Party was 100% right."

Through the Joseon art film “Guarantee”, which caused a great sensation
in North Korean society during the 1980s and 1990s, and the poems
“Mother” and “Forgive” inserted in the film, North Korea strives to induce
system solidification, even reusing them through the Kim Jong-un period,

but is now facing limitations that it is losing its effectiveness,



Keywords: Jang-gu, Kim Cheol, Poetry (Mother), (Forgive), Mother Party,

brainwashing effect, North Korean, North Korean defectors

Za| (Kim, GyulLee)
stz sl Batslulol A vt SRt Bato|erzul o @ 20084 gkl ko)
%’HOM olsfolAhofstil Afeta SYSIL YRETRAMEO A7 U, AFEY
oA Hetol el - o HSER T 2RPE AH WA AFds WokdTac) Fd
FHoz oA RS Q1 - B}, HESTED}, FUAF T Hofofl TS 7HA]

B A7E ARska glek,



