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Return of Bukgwan Victory Monuments

and Inter-Korean Relations

Oh, Eunkyung (Sogang University)

Abstract

The Bukgwan Victory Monument was returned to the original location of
North Korea through South Korea in 2005, Four times of discussions were
held on the return of the Bukgwan Victory Monument, which was taken out
of the country during Japanese colonial era and was finally returned to its
homeland in 2005, Due to internal and external factors, the previous three
discussions did not lead to the result of return, Especially the conflict
between the two Koreas served as an obstacle to further progress in the
discussion. While it is true that non-governmental organizations and religi-
ous organizations steadily paid attention to the return of the monument, that
alone has limitations in explaining why the return of the monument was
finally decided in 2005, Therefore, this paper aims to analyze the deter-
minants of the return of the Bukgwan Victory Monument, focusing on the
amicable inter-Korean relations in 2005, when the return of the Bukgwan
Victory Monument was decided, This approach will allow us to grasp in
various ways the role of relations between countries in the decision to

return cultural assets,



S utetat guaA | 287

Keywords: Bukgwan Victory Monument, inter-Korean relations, cooperation,

interstate relations, return of cultural assets

227 (Oh, Eunkyung)

A7est A o) mekmtel A HpATg S Sastelnh, MBS FAHAT Axetels B
shsto wokth WAl £4 RS 4] Foln, o AFIAL W} 7k WA, dEw
A, AR, 8 A2 ol



