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Proliferation,” Asian Survey, Vol. 61, No. 6 (2021), pp. 1028-1057.

6) Kyung Suk Lee, “South Korean Cost Sensitivity and Support for Nuclear Weapons,” I[nternational
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[Abstract]
The Pain of Nuclear Armament:
How much can the Korean public Endure?

Kyung Suk Lee (Incheon National University)

As North Korea-Russia military ties intensify, changing the Korean
Peninsula’s security landscape, debate on South Korea’s nuclear armament
resurfaces. This study examines how costs of South Korea’s nuclear
weapons development affect public support for nuclearization. The
proliferation costs include economic sanctions, changes in ROK-US alliance
and redeployment of United States Forces Korea, reduced bilateral
cooperation in economic security and high-tech domains, and disruption of
South Korea's nuclear energy sector. Using a conjoint experiment, empirical
results show public support for nuclear armament decreases significantly
with prolonged economic damage and potential ROK-US alliance termination
or complete U.S. troop withdrawal. Reduced bilateral cooperation in
economic security and technology also lowered support, but less
significantly. Disruption to the nuclear energy sector had minimal impact on
public support for nuclear armament.

Key words: Nuclearization, Public Opinion, Conjoint Experiment, Proliferation
Costs, South Korea
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