@ Merista Eolmsteins) Institute for.
|| The Institute for Peace and Unification studies  KOT€AN Studies
N Seoul National University

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

<gh-0| 3 22| Z>

ROK-US POLICY BRIEF

2025-Feb. ISSUE 6

ctO|ZtHIQ EEX HAEHO| 1K

sy ROBERT SUTTER
(EHE ME])




@‘4 MeSrystn EUisiaingl Institute for .
@,B The Institute for Peace and Unification Studies I(Ore an StUdle S

Seoul National University
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

THE INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND INSTITUTE FOR KOREAN STUDIES
UNIFICATION STUDIES THE GEORGE WASHINGTON
SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY
Web: https://ipus.snu.ac.kr/eng/ Web: https://gwiks.elliott.gwu.edu/
Facebook:facebook.com/IPUSINSNU Facebook: facebook.com/GWIKS2016/
Instagram: ipus.snu_official Instagram: gwukorea
Email: tongil@snu.ac.kr Email: gwiks@gwu.edu

N

EHE AH IFE 2011958 A7 2G990t A &F
(Elliot School of George Washington University)ollA] ZA|st A&
(Practice of International Affairs) Z$ZL T o 2013WEE
201997HA1& 2,000 o9 i sHgEo] o 2 I H¥
Bt 2021958 FA7HA A

239 54¥ 1FoR EFet Utk MEH Ie5e 20019%FH 2011497
A ZA LU AAA ofAjorst W Wz A FT SHH =Sk A
AAetE}l FofAlol Aofst HpARSHRIE W2 ME= Al FOoRAoh-ElB Y
=7 1 37189 vs A4 o 2399 #, 3004 ol =%,

9 A9 AR BRIME ZGS vk ok 29 HA AMEE Chinese

23 89 Strategic Outreach T

Foreign Relations: Power and Policy of an Emerging Global Force,

Fifth Edition (Rowman & Littlefield, 2021), US-China Relations:
Perilous Past, Uncertain Present, Fourth Edition (Rowman & Littlefield 2022), Congress and China Policy:
Past Episodic, Recent Enduring Influence (Lexington Books, 2024) 5°] tt. A¥ Z4E 1968¥HE 2001
A7HA] BRolA A=, H= YIRAAHIA(CRS) Qu H AN AdAETte FA%S AW, =71
AEAABINIC)ONA FotAlor ¥ HBY B3 w7HdE E3AE 43t &3l 55 ZHRAEA S5 FA
e TRo, 4 JuiA ALY AE AHE dPog &FI uh itk

WKL OIMY (S5t SY-BEA7E SYSHES), WHAE WYY (EXYYE St S175/07A
L), UANE (EXYYE Y HFEAAL EAR)
HOIRE: O (HEA7A SI7FIR)

2025-Feb. ISSUE 6



1 ROK-US POLICY BRIEF CHALLENGES FACING THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION IN RELATIONS WITH KOREA

ohoj2ijjot ERO Aol afx|

EHE ME{ (ROBERT SUTTER)

ZX|SJAEIC S (George Washington University)

20259 2 €

By YT gy Bletd §3910) Zlchet it 84 thEel 12/3 A ALE Al ol% A4E]L gk e

o
1o
Mo "HN'
nJ|o

EH 2o| thot EA 22

3 +52 4 2 2273, 5P RISt HIThsh: Al917t

o o=2

HiEHoz w2t Zyxoz U9l ¥ T §

“ | - o=
3 U EM U= AHELL IXZIUKL, - gzeio) ome Axyxe swgmas wAL sceln
o -
MEC BXIM HAS MES EHREBRE | o 2 5024 9 A2t aAisign, Hee)
|
ZHISHOF 2 Oy BRI SHS ABAAL, | s Aue Nz sux wyne sud 2 93
HSTOME D=2 BXIE DEOIHEL | oo sag oapzn, gumdie w39 0
OI_'_OI ol O||:I- -
olefo cigt o]20] 22 Sict
= = (o) HSIAIS
Sy B, ASE R, S8 g
o 717} 2 2 ool 2 Zloletn 7P3Y T, w3 ELT el B Lo Wlohs 344 BlE, 438 U4, 2012
¥249 $150] 02 o 3251 G5 26lL, oAE WINOE 93 BAE LHHY Y ofF elch B
E3izo] o] 74 ofolo] ol §3USo] 2T S A2 ol EYIE Al Ao & 2 QMo BE U AL
W3 glek. A Fohd ERmo] the el oolx7t 34 Qe 1k 22 230k 9, A2 4 gl A dole}
3%l 93 4EE e A02 e YR U0l RUlzg 4 o U B AT Ui a2t 92

Uy PIQISL ¥ HRs} o) EFL PRo| 2750 4*1 Eﬂ%“t}i oI, 59 Y5l 29 Arig 2op] o



https://m.koreaherald.com/article/3849283
https://www.csis.org/events/south-koreas-political-crisis-capital-cable-104
https://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/alliances-northeast-asia
https://m.koreaherald.com/article/3849283
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://www.cnn.com/2019/11/14/politics/trump-south-korea-troops-price-hike/index.html
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections

CHALLENGES FACING THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION IN RELATIONS WITH KOREA ROK-US POLICY BRIEF 2

Qs xjoto| ALK OjAstag), Eaym | BRI FECE U @Rl d 20 Wy 49
CHE20] O[Ol 3H30) Cfst piube ppe | TEOITh FAE ol waisel 17 e fis) @ e
DY SARS & QICkm Alzpsict | PIY B 878 daskn gk st Qv

zjofo] 47Hx) estet], ERZ TE o] ool §H3of

O QS O FobA WA 4 9IS ol ERE U5 a7st T Itz BUsA JEE Y32 Rod 290 o

2
—na
EdZ fRol 19 A2|S 2] ool = AA HrgE Zoj=tn =it

p -

2} g0l 74 8]34) QlEfsol Batal Beistel A% AEYY ARl EFE} o
3

=2
g AL Y A2 S9) o RS AFL Holo, ol YL MAIEkD TN A0 2 0|20k 4 gLk Folgict,
2 SA

4239 ZA A Ao 29 5 WA 7] U Ao A2 2 Agloltn waloes oy
Sele o 27 Zueisich Delt 7k Aol EOlEl B ol HjZAe 9aetolt WS S Batol ool
2Ao2 AUt o] B Wet YHO2 FASkuA ok EUT ol 4 ol hed BRAS T slsict. B3tol
Ch ERiZel QA o|gax} YA 2HUY Aol HoR, WAk 28 B ofe] BAISH] o) EFT 27]

= OO o e
T 21U | njze) ol Eme Hatg xistslaie 8 Buo)
op7I3t 2AIES tiA e 2H lim] AE- EH“ ey 310/l CHSHA{ = E241T SHXIEO| 01Xt
o1 . i 20| ChsHA = ET I S Eo| QE2
21gotd & FE9 o tishhe EHT FPiHo] XBIX|X| QLQLC}
oS Asiz|A] oIott}. 2023 W & ThEAL b0 ° re
HOv O wM e o o o+«

FEohs 30|Y 33 Y UﬂﬂLl%% &3t ole A, FAA, 21A g2 2t of HAYUS2 SEoIotA

33 U132 A% Yol $912 Yot BYoREE o of 2 ] thsh] Sish HY HolE W} o3 % thEH
Astolc

ol chel, @A) Holge HeA AIA TJeohx] ol WSoHEA, B3, 34 2] 35 £BE WEE 5 WA o
342 B4 WYL L7 W32 Bnld 33 Yool bt ale BRHQ AUS YSP) ) ol A BASS
APESAZIRIT Sk @ thEHe 339 AACl el 3402 e, 59 B3Y WY I 69 I3 I Y o

o =2 o
FR ST B01 PE SR U & EYE oA B Al A e 57 0
A2t oeln vt £ 2k chglel the 339 342 A 9

o
O A U

3

Fol= 27813, 33¢ o o}
29] Aglol o BHs] PNl
.]

923} 012, Quatol F2 Zetet 330] thet Wl @ hEHe) T 252 ol 28 T AR FAASIH £ Lo,
A2 A2 2027 ol o 27| thEH AAGNH 21 k5ol el, 3 & chE o] Aol AL HS X2 Rl =
3213 7oz Bk, 28 PN AR PHUS0| S AT BAAL 9 thEHo| 0}2 o] S2541, Yalo] BAS
pdsion], Betat 332 3ot 5 A FS ZolietD 24 ALk FB FHASL nl3of el czis] BANE
23 91, Yol theds o vmoln], B3tate] Wy slalo] Fel Qln, 330 M o 2T AN FstE 5 vl
33 Aolold 2% S AT EYT WHRI} ofeizt P wslo] oy U] BEShh EYLLE 2018 B

Yol E
A2l A4 alge FAske ol AR Y 2=t gE FA A the32 21AIE &gt vt qlct.

g

930 B4 1YL 030 U 93 A, =] 30| £2io] YA ol el A2 WGurt E o 3P|k, 22t ols

i k)


https://thediplomat.com/2024/10/harris-vs-trump-if-asia-could-vote-in-the-us-election/#!
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/world/2025/01/501_390669.html
https://www.csis.org/analysis/camp-david-us-japan-korea-trilateral-summit-exchange-among-csis-japan-and-korea-chairs
https://www.csis.org/analysis/camp-david-us-japan-korea-trilateral-summit-exchange-among-csis-japan-and-korea-chairs
https://cc.pacforum.org/2023/01/xi-moderates-to-us-and-others-amid-continued-competition/
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3218034/beijing-summons-south-korean-envoy-over-totally-unacceptable-taiwan-comments-president-yoon
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/12/356_388418.html

3 ROK-US POLICY BRIEF CHALLENGES FACING THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION IN RELATIONS WITH KOREA

GA| tiRkS S2P o]E 24t

e
ojr
i
ol
N
e
=
r
i)
N

==
o

(e[}

o

'6'EO A X 2|:| o °|E O"‘I-ItH ES =
= 1o ar "._ I?HI °"°'," | 7154, nlZo] tjgt wolg 9o #2o] AP AU

S| XS SAM = Ao Chish 21 TP RCt ] .
27 154, 0|2 A% 2ol thet A, 123 Wt

o 2HEo|C}. B4FOXES _
Cleat ;E|-g Eéjl_xl -?-Eﬂ% 2+7 oic}, ARH 3 7189 2 o2 AAIGI: 0= & HAI7T
32 A2YASoIA| 018 2R ool L2t AR
5}%0] 6“‘37] 7ljdho] gt u]—_.‘1l0] Hi & 22i3lc}, o]2]3lt o] A5 0101/\1 Eaiit zsﬂx-h:lo] olx}g 3} 76] g)%] 0]-0]{]-

aa ow &

njzate] 329 BAl ola= AEARI AAletet 2 922 AR 26 AHF2l BA AM7E 2 WE 71 gltke dAdlA

NI, 95 21g50) A AAE 013 ) ZBAZ AT AR o) e S AF B2 E S| 2§30l HHo|

22 7IEH A HIES ofs 2EAQ 242 B Qltk. 0] A A2 o=t 2AS Higske SAlO, olE B R34t

o|23t mia} 20)|A] 12 o220 Eime} fje|A HEY L 3t 7|QJSof|A] Bajst TN U 7|El A 2SS MBsts
7

Hoton, olz Qg F AR R0l thefA SFo|A] gke. IR, sf2] A7} Aol ol 7h5e g = Hob M

ERZE 29 A A& o HolE e 2 AAFE Holth

P25 tE vlol=-selA By}l U] 82 AzYASe) WARHEV)] T 7,500 2ele] B2 S
=2g D9 ofich, FREAHE 2ok Zol4 2024 $4 75 BER WX 3HS B4 3ol o] FHL n}39)
75000 B2 A4S 335 AL WA ogolct. OB ATE 2Alot 2o B4E Aslel B2 AULE HIXE
0|3 AHJZFSO)A] 35 AlZolgict. T2 ERE 3787} 7,500 B2 B2 F HME T2 Algolety et gh, EYHT
ML lo|S st 2% JE-ehEe A ZaAgA(PEF)OIA pl20] Holg $2Y Ao oyslsd), ot 32

c
AE-EfEF A Zadf13 ool thal] 3gH 2= A2stE olSofA| £ FFE oA 2oz Hlr.

Aot

EHD WL O[LIME|E - AJARY
A £} chgalol] 291%0] we} o] A 7x] 323 B4 BokE e 2 4 gt

AR, YT $HEE BHE Y Aoty &), 0|20 A A0IZof| CHSH 2iN|= 0|21}
oA BRI ¥ oA Aoz didHrt o BAls [_I.g J|HE0| Z2alo| TS CHEIE 2

gt ECt F30 o HEE 4 ARG o EE 4o o= Sh2a} 2k o1 AJ=0|H| EXfet
Zo|c}. §H, 0]=59] 3= F #AlE gt o A QI 2 3k A olrt

71950] 33t AE WHIIEE s, 0|F AR

22T AFE AL 8l =3t 22 QA F7HS0lA FARIES & 4 Q7] hRel, $2 71gE0] dHe & 78k Slct
A gsbrt Aol ZIgYE|H, o] o5 B7Hs g 7]7bol LieRd nl=e] FA] 447 &ofl gt

7IEF QE-EE Y #2550 HHE £ 4 ok

.
04>
0,

o

=2

i)

o

-{n:

= I = R

£4, E350| 412 2% Wt

2 A Al od7]e] #gS oot FRY= H HEL SO thieh 342 $AHS 0], olSutel Eet HolS

ZejZ 702 wolth, JeiwA, Sy SRS eSO 2o 3%, 24 Zulehd U vl ool o o Be 878
3l o

7157801 ltt. S 2ol LAl TA| k@A, =] A =S HRet TS E THEHSA 7HE 195 A9


https://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/alliances-northeast-asia
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/alliances-northeast-asia
https://apnews.com/article/hyundai-georgia-electric-vehicle-ev-845e2729fd5220797e7984f424bc1d5c
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Automobiles/Kia-aims-to-qualify-for-7-500-U.S.-EV-tax-credit-by-early-2025
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/trumps-transition-team-aims-kill-biden-ev-tax-credit-2024-11-14/
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://cc.pacforum.org/2024/12/trumps-return-scrambles-outlook/
https://cc.pacforum.org/2024/12/the-worst-angels-of-our-nature/

CHALLENGES FACING THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION IN RELATIONS WITH KOREA ROK-US POLICY BRIEF 4

=

47 olet Yot ZAISTH, 03 Aol £ IFL 0]A 2 Yk, ol ulFo] oflofolAel e WS A

oIt W7t 2 A2 7}stA)Z 7o) 3, $F2L H] 28} T2 TH2E

=3 MIBIS2 o|2{st A7} O]=0| SiCh= B2t M| ZEAZ Aol n, §H2-3 H] } y 2
5 THE50] 338 o B0 0}5 WAoR HMS 2oL E

OfA|Otof|AM A|E|SHD YLD HAHAX|EE

£ 70|11 30| OfA[O} X|upd UslE .
ZTIA[Y Hofatm 2ot *

;O

1=

+

oLE
E

MR, Efzol n9)n e Mubdo R 23 717 o] thet YAIHS] zigAoln 2T Polg et ZoR odEled),

o JAe 2}, A, AHIA BA| Sol 30| AZe EHo| BA 013 A7leis Z %S B2 Y. ofefdt ol
F8 A, oS e FAF ZHEA|, AT 7l B S0l XYY 7o Hojn, ldut jIF29] Zix]of ek #AH2 Eols
o2 Helt}. ohAf Ag3iRol, of=igh =32 %%01] el Heot 2235 W22 deste = A UG} B 2G| 228
o @ol #2 71s/del lct.

2oz 270k EAUT thEFS 33 U 012 23570 AN ofds] AefEo 2 LD gk 2k R, ofgt 2 s}
o450l Tl 333 WAt ol olSolztn Az 4 girh EAZE 19 179 ol2oi3d 33 A thEyae) Mt
E3I2 2AAoz QZglon ol EZIy} 1] Yo HEH o]%

= dojgitt, 1= Aoz ARYute] HAL a1

;O

=3 0l [}2 =0 =7}o| ZHH|0||A]

—L = A
OfT5| He= O LT Irt, EHoR, MARE Siits e HuE
ool 33802 37} el nl2e] §9% A% Qafole}
3 ) EYT ol NPSISE BT QAR A0 R 333 2 e B P ARV $HHA ol ML Foltt
SIA Z

EYE of53o] WA Wls Az-efggold 332
W B2 Ao 2AS Xt 2o G A 9
% SOl Ao 2lej2 weslet. vlols R 33w

AP lojM o 2 2218 712R 1, 0|2 <Ish o]z Ui FFHL2 F3 Hlﬁﬂ %‘Eﬂzﬁ*ﬂi %7@32[}.

Flolld et gh= A|=atso] @A) 3 nj2ie] EFX ol thsy O|=2o] QLY Qiskad ZtAT}

21 e s t=el g FFHol = Woelld oAl 24T CrA| X§PHE! 20|, LOfL}t 2SR
A9S 7RI ojZlo] duit Ffetn w2, J2]n oW pjE3q|, J2|10 ot S S XefEx|=
Zas2 2|PAE F2 2 AAE FHeIT. oto & x|3&g Zx|o|cC}.


https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://www.reuters.com/world/trump-says-he-discussed-trade-fentanyl-tiktok-with-chinas-xi-2025-01-17/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/the-weak-china-debate-in-the-2024-us-elections/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/the-weak-china-debate-in-the-2024-us-elections/
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/asia-navigates-uncertainty-and-continuity-us-regional-policy-2024-elections
https://power.lowyinstitute.org/downloads/lowy-institute-2024-asia-power-index-key-findings-report.pdf
https://power.lowyinstitute.org/downloads/lowy-institute-2024-asia-power-index-key-findings-report.pdf

5 ROK-US POLICY BRIEF CHALLENGES FACING THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION IN RELATIONS WITH KOREA

ro
=
Jal
ad
=

T

2|Z(The ROK-US Policy Brief)= M2 &t S USRI (IPUS) 2t =X
x|od o 22 aHatofu] S ot

——i= [
1 2121 A AIQHS BAOHE TS 2B RLIC)
e
80| Yy 2

|Z(The ROK-US Policy Brief)0]| $2&! LIS

EX| Y JECH St W oh=otA1A(GWIKS) = 7|} D)





