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Governing through Emotions in North Korea: The Domestic
Justification of Troop Deployment to the Russia-Ukraine War

Lee, Siheon (Dongguk University)
Kim, Nayeon (Dongguk University)
Hwang, Jin-Tae (Dongguk University)

Abstract

This study examines how the North Korean authorities utilize emotions as
a governing strategy, focusing on the process through which the deployment
of the Korean People’s Army to Russia’s war in Ukraine was domestically
justified, While North Korea is often perceived externally as an extremely
repressive system in which emotional expression is largely suppressed, the
regime has in practice actively mobilized emotions as a key element of
governance, carefully attuned to popular psychology and affective
responses, By analyzing a concrete case, this study seeks to deepen
understanding of North Korea's domestic policy implementation and
legitimation strategies, Methodologically, the analysis draws on relevant
reports published in Rodong Sinmun and broadcasts by Korean Central
Television from April 2025, when North Korean authorities publicly
acknowledged the deployment of their troops to the Russia-Ukraine war,
through December 2025, Focusing on the discursive and affective
dimensions of policy justification, the study identifies the types and

functions of emotions mobilized by the regime, The findings show that the
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North Korean authorities console the people through appeals to empathy
and invoke emotions through a range of domestic and external actors, while
the supreme leader directly presents emotional trajectories to the people, In
doing so, the regime reconstructs the troop deployment decision as the
leader’s strategic determination—one that had to be carried out for national
victory despite large-scale casualties. The findings also suggest that Kim
Jong Un’s tears and apology should be interpreted as emotional devices that

complement the concept of the revolutionary leader,

Keywords: Emotional governance, infallibility of the Supreme Leader,

ideological emotions, North Korean troop deployment, Kim Jong Un regime
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10) Mahoney, “Path Dependence in Historical Sociology,” pp. 507-510; Pierson,
“Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics,” pp. 251-252.

11) Giovanni Capoccia and R, Daniel Kelemen, “The Study of Critical Junctures:
Theory, Narrative, and Counterfactuals in Historical Institutionalism,” World
Politics, vol. 59, no. 3 (2007), pp. 341-347.

12) Pierson, “Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics,” pp. 252~
256.
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13) Douglass C. North, Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990), pp. 93-95.

14) Kathleen Thelen, “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics,” Annual
Review of Political Science, vol. 2, no. 1 (1999), pp. 384-387; Wolfgang Streeck
and Kathleen Thelen, eds., Beyond Continuity: Institutional Change in Advanced
Political Economies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), pp. 12-15.
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“Economic Action and Social Structure: The Problem of

Embeddedness,” American journal of Sociology, vol, 91, no. 3 (1985), pp. 483-493.

17) Mark S. Granovetter,
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Harvard University Press, 1992), pp. 25-35.
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48 | =3 Ha|187] 13.-2026)

MR ok %3] oz 275H: 2olo.
2 7] o Ao ot AL A=A T o] ol A
L AbElA 2] emAl, Wste] A9 deloleb|urt B AR A
o) 7Rs e 2ABRHE BAE ahe st olefal Hold Az

=
Ao 27} 22A ASAT BAH BES APt 4E

=

re
i)
18
>~

i
K
K
)
r i
s

N

i
r

-

S{O
rlr
o
ro

o
I
()

i
%
°

o

e
o
Y
u
o
ru
j>
FIN
2
S
2
lTIF
i
K
M ot
b
v
o

1
W) olze] Huhe gt
FAHOR ArolEde it &
MAUSE dshe o BeE 2

54 A= e e AR EM, FLoIY 2dte] @Ikl A

of BelN st

whel ofet e A B olFolE ASlH BAVL 9] 4EsA)
4 AU 4] 8 B4 doR BeEd. & o
Z H

ke, 2kl 224 2.910] ofujal, Alwel Al A}

N

23) Alexander L. George and Andrew Bennett, Case Studies and Theory Development
in the Social Sciences (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2005), pp. 233-239.

24) Robert K, Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure (New York: Free Press,
1968), pp. 39-53; Hall, Goveming the Economy, pp. 17-25.
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Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), pp. 15-30.
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1) Yo oz MEX S 2uy ¥A £y

odaho] B3t ARt oAb AWMt of Union)7h 2 748 AL 7]
sho gAEIRlTh A A5 AolA olefat Aet Ade AU F
Rk Bd 42 WAt e B9 Awe) deE ekt 53] 1998
W WbAE B4(Good Friday Agreement) 3 2SN Soi| that Uk o]
oHDevolution)& A|9j0] 278 A=A O R F45He AA A2 765t
r}. olefat 4%t Ade W B AAH R WA urks £e) o
22 A=A PAF T o F4tomy ARo) FAT ol%e WAl
L =TS

2) ofet AA: FIIH Atg] HEHAY &

P T PR AL AT oldlERTET: A7 SAd ot
Adol Aot WHsH A=l Ut

A, AA Az efEolnt. dd A eF olsS 7INEe R oF IRt
A MIERT= FA4 el SAdolE Bt 5 F=E JEst
Al AeFske fllolet. =4, ARl olEdt A afFoltt Ahg il
T ole A T A HES ASH R weoidle ARl dE =
£ AT A, 2914 aiet S3" Aol vihejel Axx 5
ChFRt FHollA olFoAlE AT wFe MR TE A AR &3
A s she WA 7 Alsdtc A, A AkeAde] A=
HAolt}, A3EHET =AM Rl HE AAIE 15 A= 3001 o1 A l
o & AR A Aol BAE W A 2o S = L8] ¢

r:L




06 | B3 Hsj18% 135-2026)

N T
5 1
o o
N
N ol
N7l RO
,._Zuo E._o mm“_”_
Jow L o
ol
50 E
= o L_.._.h_v
mo K ofl .J_.AI
,n.-ﬂ ~ % M_W
~ M_m _1Lr Ui
" o o
NI
) o
Jl Nro .A_n Kr
A o W Kl
s K
o8 = o =
Br ol
R R Rl
oy A &
‘_II‘H e o L||_
H;.o = _éo %ﬂ
= &
T oo Al
= o B
nE° ®
LS

3f

=]
=
3

3f

[¢)

ind

&

=

o <

X
oz Iy

[

3f

sl

%%

Z]

:I]'

1

BEE
F o] o] o

oF3l
oflal Afefok

o}
= (low-intensity locked integration) 2 ©]

rgolaly st

(Mitchell)©]

3t

7Fs

2
3t

& 13

=

R

1.

i
Bo] 2

2 71t
B

b

ol Bl W=y AL} A,

AHge] Al

= Al3)d Bl o] AEA

200-240.

=, g3
PA chelgict.

]

2]

A

41) James Mitchell, 7he Scorttish Question (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), pp.

9



o Azga 1 67

A 2k

o=k
o

o) Az} AA

B}
- E Aol B2

1=}
T

Sk
B2

ek = Slek vl AlRlE &

sHA ol

3}

i 2ot g

=35

2>

ot

v, oF

1
L

AwA Ae] Fej e

1
T

L

L

ﬂwu 1__/I L._. E._
ol | & e
< HH H_A-o o N o ~ JD
E‘ﬂowﬂ e N X ﬁ%vﬂu
%Wﬂ_ﬂo Wuﬂuﬂ ﬂlHOMlL ﬂmolc.—
A,:'L!M 1|‘1_m_mo QEW 7_%017_.0
%@x WW%ﬁiﬂ B R T
NI IR A R
oy | ® - 70
= = X w
IhO|2F |v= |Ew
o WE x5 75!
W qon "o | Kl | wT R
< ™ 2o | W o o
i %ﬁx At B
e nw.‘_ o e = JJ T
- L
B w
ou < - TE | HT
ol T/ M _ﬁ <A - %o ﬁm
ES S T s
ME | == Mol e
gz |2 BT BE By
T M ww Fh, | WE
—=3m H) -
E._ﬁ = 3 ™ B B
~ ~
ol ) ol =u
| P T | AR
_1_1m_l g ! o urn ! o = Aoy
~° o R waE | e
L ha J] X o
NA ™ i

7] $lat 2] of

5| 27



1

T

2ok

Xe)

Az 5

EWLo
T

—n

$.-2026)

H S B0t 5} |

AL
(==

|

7

3

v} BeH184 1

=
Ay

Eo)
[}
A5, 7

gy

68 1

B o o) T Mo F WA "X Yo N
E_oﬁmq%wmoﬂ%ﬁ B e e gy W
L X EWR g N wow BN
Woor &% ob oW o= M — RO om oW O
e o oo o o B i1] A
AEsrasdiel BeRriEQ
Z,I.% == a5 ! gl
22l FES s ELoghe
at X w A o= = © KOk %o o
oemM]mEﬂ.oﬂ_lWMn OtE._oAAouoLtE._o
Gl T I R O
O VN R S S = i SO
ﬂﬂ%wq4%;ﬂmwﬂ g ERTES
"y A A = R ) —

%ﬂﬂL_L@EWHET@QMM_&% R
S FSEE T LS T R
ﬂ_]_/ubﬂrumﬂd;iﬁﬂﬂd..meix —_—
@Mﬁ_ﬂ ﬁutd.m%okeL__mEﬂﬁm.ﬁ%LHT,muﬁou._
R R RS R T B N I R I
farErrrerepy sk
e T AT Jr o B e SRR
Epo M2 laloph e Xa g
m.w@wanﬂ_é%WﬂﬁM@@%x%WWMQE
,I_loq.llu N — T B 0 T T
T L EITAEECIEiTeinc
U~ DG B/ TN X =

— Q“_Jv 1r..___._ — O:A_II_E._
%oﬁe%ﬁﬂafﬂﬂzﬁ@ﬁﬂ%ﬁ/% T T
T TR IS L T s s o (.
ol - SR I S S = S
G I T O L I
o) o) o T = ol ® o+ B T U of X " ®° Mo

sl

7S
)

SERE

15

ok

o] 49 #e) 7Rse] A4

=
SEREE R

bt 2|45 58 Ao,

<

3 FAdel A=

— 1

A, =2
AFg4o] B
[}

e

Z



o] Az | 69

St 2k

o=k
o

ol

)

of=igt oA

TAA Ap4lo] Eh

s

A qlEme] 27} ol
A4 Wslole T71e) 25 FaL

1
L

Fote

o
2

Aps)d o] ek A=zt dA

ALO.
L

A=

SHIE A 2

ﬁo

o

[¢]

o 2

X

s

HHe 2 Aol ol

s

= HROR s dollde

0|

(adversarial locked division)7} |45 0] & Alg|Eh= AollA] & vl AL

o,

3t

o

I F27 244 divlE Al

il

=

ct 7
- O

A4 Atze] Aifelr|Rc et sHelat A,

by

I
il

7] A7) A 2] s}

—

Z(path trajectory)
3} 24

ol ek AAI7F

| A

Z



70 1 guwt wskisy 132020

Aoz AwshEioict. ofeid B4 Lol Heke XA Thzy] At} of
et 3712 SAIEe AR AR Ke) A Sl

oleigt BALS obd BAR HlaAteleh TR et QA ok o
A9) WA T2 B3 Br} WS ofshE 4 k. £ el
A AN B B 2 gsle] Shike Bte] 4d PAE AEstuA Hk

717k EApsk o, B oA SR AX) Aol weke 49 A7 7t

57g0] "ot A3t

JEu of2dt 27] 242 A (1950-1953)2 AR H4 5] Halst
k. AL g5 A SES Hol AAl BT old i A=A
2 2RI AZIR 2GS o] el 2 e FAlsks 2

7

R
2

A2 e deo s A 2 Wi, S 22
tlofs & BXA- A w8 B o] HtEIch
A o]% k= o] Feh AR AJE7) ofuz) ARS] Rz ARt

= A7 9] 27|73 self-reinforcing) AU &2

T
TR
= 2 o
( Ol
o oo

o,




2 4 Q= oRE HoFEE 942 EABIIC
ol 195418 Ald|B}F 3K Geneva Conference)> A ©]%-0f

o
K
ot
TR~}
)

STt

At sigo] Age vegh oA AmE dol shike Bt Azo) 1z
2 ek o2 Agsiglt. o] AIS AR B grldon A 7isg
XA A} ofet 714 ola GREOE ofFslA Hglom, Beke A

A Lol He=e 2] = 22 2 =0k vhA] e, Adet 2
o

2 Yo, BEZ 714 H= AHE aAe qd= of
AypA o s ATt AeE ole

oo oA ' F22 oldshe

A ST AR A deiet AldEt 2

| AgEn 29 A=t F2Aos 1A

i
il
rlo
S
p
o,
0!
N
N
%
o
N
Oé'”i
<
>

>
o
Y
2
N
u
o
o
e g
i
%0
T
o

o
o e
o o
of
=
AN o
-~ o
o,
fu
1o
P
=

(o]
¥@
o
l
4
A
O

W5 2F AS0] 9s] Aleb A2 ol Sint. o] HEAI] SAtell= 1t
A o] X9t HA|A o] & A4 ARIEC| REEA e FAsIGITt.
RAHOF 19729 74 FEEEAAE, 1919 FE7|EEOIA, 200042007

20181 9] HEALEH, okl71E s B =R FEl2 Hu ool =

ol o
T
-
o
1~
2
X
o
s
AN
1B
n
3
juj(e]
o
it
S
1)4
rr
>,
n)
i
o
K}




1

27 A 7
R

(B A=)

et 1 23

I5

1ro

$.-2026)

7T e E

| 59 #3184 1
SRS

8

72

[e)
-

XN o WOE KR PR R T " R B g e T
oy o o T oo X W T iﬁmﬁﬂpruouu
m iolﬁxi & P w o 3
w of MR o A qomom X ARG O
B o B = RO T T o o T A omm e
D G - B R R A o Y
o) 2 X A = o — A&} N my e}
o NN oy NS (S s BT I N
y TITELE xﬁu%eﬂ AR A
s X ) T w © o %0 W N R
o o = o R ) .0 ‘le‘l _u_x —_
> wwwwﬂw M%ﬂﬂﬂ omouugw_mo.
5 pIobedgd bpErd abzaXs
TR INLARE mEThoaw g X
W TTgiaF BIRER <aL BT
N I ~ < 0 xm of B o
~ o Tl N e ~ T oo !
© R iFSUzBeyzs BpozPR
K oo W ool m g = S
~ oo Nom ﬂﬂuﬁxﬁwgwamﬂ%mﬁﬂm DT
E‘_HUI_.FO (= =0 ~ 7HN,mw
T PREEXCToXT el g kes o]
— —_ e Y Bl ' T
o m_ua - Wrm o0 wmm ~ Wﬂ MV _H,ﬁ = o o 7 o _1Lr Mﬂ YRS
o uore our g oo R D T I
R T o,ﬁa@mﬂWMﬂ%gﬂH%EiO%
.Hh_ = M OH Ma B 3 _Eu WL T b 1,_% L_‘_ ﬂ_ﬂ ﬂe = H;l _w_._oﬂ T
! —_ —_— | o
P o kafedmicimrisiedooye
EOR - - = b B L B
e EW@MMWM WL o < .WLHWW_,UIJKLIHE.‘EOME_M z*o‘m_._'l
M = gvtﬁyﬁ;aoﬂaﬂa_aﬁ
Wy gy KO E o AT W W R g B o 2R e ®
i F ~ 7T = ' 0 W om Qo Mo T o Bk
L BE R X ST . B WON X oo pril
e e T e e Pt ® W T S od
R R TR R R T



AL AAom RAA Aol 2AFE 7o) ofs) FREA reS

ol Bk 3 o FolE A1EH BAl) e ZlsAo] SAIEIReS

AR,
et olfat

—.~
=2

Al
By
)
=2
S
2
1o
o
L
ot
Az
)
4z
oX
R
rit
o,
1o
rE
5
N

A BEE A 2V 2 AR AR Sl ule- Algheo ek

q
FREAL AR A2 AU gl ol W 2 R ANA
Aozue EyHoR 448 4 Qs ARA WA IS Aus £



71 ol

Aol =]

O}
AR Ao R WA

SHA]

9

b A Fkoll JIAA] @Al o) % 7

1

5

9

o] £

6)
)

RER

-202
o

Feol A=

H
gl

I} sge18g] 1
2F

=
u, Ao

i=Xe]
[e)
T}

g Yolr} ole]

74 1

X
o

Z]
4
ot

=

o] WHE Ao L}

o) A7t )

SF
=
T

I3 %
= w

=7

1
L

o
q

9

ke A7 A7) Hoz Z2E7)| Rt
A

Alell
o] ftxA o7 ZF5hE| i), thA] Ul

A7)

¥5

o] &

o
L

RS A=k
I=

el

T

4
SHI= A 219

Nl

(€]

M=2-e-
B

L
;__1L

L

2ol A
olz1e] A
W =gich. 1 A3} o)

d AHAE A

A
°

ok}

| ol o}

O

ool
ﬁo
X
v
o
)

Kol 2HHOR AEE|O
A= o]

L
[¢)

Fage) s

ok

=

A=A 3t A FA o= A

AelA

1=}

HolF= Alezh7]Hot,
=

=

<

of=|gt wiztojl A 20001 ch

o

3
3) &~Z: MUt
12

B!

o



A 28 A 4] UeRd), a2 ol

ol
0
o
B

oA 7]

el

=
=

o=

Z
S|

71 ol dAellA

3

2§43 AwA Aok LolA WAH Ao W

pas

e

A i

o

-

30

X

whutet 214

A3t

dgol &

ARl

HEaAleA=

7 A3}

ol
to] Bge o] Hajelr|mrt

L 0olx%
1o =20

H BAZE A o]l AJEIR EHEoP)

=14

%%

T 2

bt

3
RS

UERdT). thA] W,

5

dae A

s

P AR|of A 7

Bl

3
RS

P olaie 4= gl

3|

21> 5ol Hot gk

=
L

Sl7)H) 7]

ek

=

o

itz
ol

3

o

195414 At 35 A o)

B2 oJsfE 4= Aot A o]

of et

=]
=

Y

o tjot Azs} &

5t

3 24

bl Hke

)

SHT

JoA] 5t

A

o A7

Z]
4

SR I o AT A | L e

[

ol

<

0

o]/

il
—

__OL

el Ao} TEA O AF

2l Apo]

al

7F



foh=

Azt 471
of B of

A
X

2
2

Aot

76 1 guwt wsk1sy 132020

715 Wi

o] 4712 2|4 WA

s

3l

ﬁo

.

oju

1=}
pLN
1

R

A

Al

pzSe)
==
CEREE

3 A= 2

b 5

19

o] A&HUFolE =

sttt 4

[9

AR AU Al 2

s

I I LR E AT EREEEs

Ay ALl 7]

o

=
&
2
)

A ARl
I 4=E
/‘g_l
AIRE A

o
T

| Ao, F=

ol
Aol

19

}

o
z
oz
o]
2)
_

A
A

=

al

%
&

7wt Az o
53 o]
o1
%
o=F 3l
E{sH

[

<

o
o

il

[e]
j=

o] =7t =7

H
e

oju

jutdd




i

w
ﬂmo

@ Fh=el

PR A

5|

L
L&

O)

)
Jﬁv Jﬂu ol odr M| 4
2} Tl | 7ol do | 5 M]_. X
W | ke o el
JHEEE L
G R I e T e
=l oy | Mo | T M:L e
o | ow | B T
B H X a.f _ﬂm Q%ﬁ _ME
B e e | TN R
BIEE"T 13 A
L,
W | 2| of | =g | W8 [ o
B | B | b w__u < | % lm
L e <~ | B Bx
@) o X

R RN R e R

ojp
w2 % 2| o | X % op
B | Mo | | o | M| K

_

[=}

ojn
w MA.o op | & | op wﬁx op | op
B | e | W | op | | X

&=
= || P = [H H
o I T - et | R e
£ c._ﬁ = B ,noA.l h| B° W_WL

=P 3|’O|
1 a—

2. 0f

£ ool o2 ool FUT Bk AolA R

A el 2ot

A

H2] EO
L |
2olE4

ot
]
4

Al

Bl Al

27] 240] o|F A=

Al Aoz}

1
R

=z
=7

I

7

-
.

27} 713k AA A=

A7) ot



Tt

9

o ZESIH= HLS AA|

]

A
al

K

78 1 5t Bel(1sy 13.-2020)
g AL 4714 A A ARz} ol
6 e

A oA M2 =

TeE BIES

of o "o v = T ]
T Iy, L REEREE YW
TREBNE T Péﬂ@.ﬁ@c%%
ﬂm%&ﬂ%%ﬂ_ﬁs AMW_WL_I_i%MM7E
FAET L bm RS L
i AL hsfiipg f
S EE TS LEEEEERE S
RS ol A I AR
%wrwnl&ﬂ@oo ﬂﬂ@@%%%@m
r ~ X e KN
IR O R R
& O roe X zﬁe_ﬂ.om,ﬂ £
h}bmﬂ]xlﬁ.,wrﬁ. _X?E,k.odh7ﬂuom%w.m
%rgﬁﬁe_u}mn P o5 2 oo
o N R W el rﬁa._ ME- ﬁﬁﬁﬂu._e ou g nmo
- O e
™ o o oo ° fed P ] © ]_Lmooﬂﬂ
E __o,_lxvﬂZﬁX - T P or :.r‘dIL.oﬁ]
X 1 O.# H_Al _z? - ..ml il \lDlL ,UI ﬂ E_E o ﬂﬂ a _~ _5
T B w5 ° 3 ﬁﬁ.mﬂmﬂﬁu
Ao\ﬂ;dlL_I_mﬂém]r E.“]ﬂ,_prol_.oxrwa7L_‘_
B ;OL ..__1_ ny .ﬁa = ol N o] N T HA_I _ULEﬂ z_o ey
]ﬂo}x_.o,ﬁxﬁoﬂﬂ J.ﬁE.thoLﬂH o , b
x#%w}ﬂe_a%ﬂﬂ.x@@H}ﬂz_/ﬂ
RO ﬂa@&ﬂglﬁ_oA@y._dﬂﬁ
,@ﬁ@rﬂwﬁ%%ﬁo%w L_:;suﬁgm
JZIL;‘%ﬁXOJE-l__OLHAJQLﬂmHﬂOE‘ml_ﬁlﬂmHOMH .WLNQ
o R vl oo M
b oo WO R R T o T2 X F
W o VﬁL_.u_%_]rzﬂ X SR %
ﬂoauﬂ%ﬁkb.uo%m_@ mﬂnowﬂﬁﬁ%%
o A BER S5y S RN R o 5 ®
4 owﬁq%u%gﬁﬁ41lamﬂ
7oﬂwﬁﬂ%ﬂ1ﬂ.Lurm%%ﬂﬁoﬁmoﬂabﬁ
oy~ T~ f ~, = - ) .
77 qwmewmw_muLﬁd.%_szOL__%uﬁq
° %MMHEL_LE%EMM
ﬁOOﬂEQ‘A—l

A 7519&
o|A; shil

L

o=

] A=z

]_
o

ju}
I

THgo] o

1=
T

1‘?‘01X1—L—‘- 7O oY

SJejets ofeja

o



o Azag 179

ol

F =

RS

Q3

5

Aol A o 77}

— R
‘va___o‘m_d.mllo
f 5 B o T Mo%ﬁqoro%uﬁu.
T X ﬂiﬁoé#ﬂ _o.%mﬁ@ﬂ%
sIpFasdT o Rk TEZLRT
iwummé@@&ﬁﬁwwmﬂ%. %%;Eﬂﬂﬁ
0 — KO A= — [}
@Eﬂm%%%?ﬁﬂ@?W@ oﬁaATEmu,ﬁﬁﬁmm
ﬁmnﬁl ﬂmﬂa,ﬂu.A,_ﬁdn =0 Lo ,m.mﬁ
@%W@@%g%ﬂﬂ@ﬂg TRl E L
oem»%moiﬂWﬁﬂ@uuodLm@ﬂoe ﬂmﬂmmwm_m oﬁ%ﬁ
__;JiATl%\_IFLAg,WEoﬂﬂMXHOIOE of ! :A]E_&_L,.J
"I RO o 2T WL__qolM Noopw ez oA
ofu of ™M 1 o o= KO g Rt = o i
@uu%@igufﬂl%unﬁﬁ# urmn%%lﬁoé
_E__‘EANULH_LHX o OMZﬂOHX
2= U3 g sﬂﬂ%%% AT 7
A%L_Lxﬂx%e_ﬁﬂlﬁ G H
= }ﬂﬂj.ﬂﬂdﬁu;%]7_o] SR~ - = o
oo B W A o i o mEzd
%ﬁoxﬁiéﬁém_d%@ﬂw - %%Egu‘omm
T M E B KWy x o TR & F
omﬂogﬂﬁ_s@ﬁo_zvﬁ "I ujr Eix%ﬂwﬁw
1|umo;ﬁﬁﬁ,%x%]ﬂﬁj_ﬂﬁ zr T o) A £
o w R ~ = °oF S o O R = A
mﬂ%ﬁ@#zﬁoﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ I\ swﬂﬁaﬁoﬂ_grwc
2o T T X oo R 7MW =
T LIM__o]J. _ Mﬂzﬁ/\]x
W%WﬁzﬁfwﬂﬂoﬁzﬁﬂWmeo ol ﬁa%ﬂnﬂotAﬂu
@ .mM - —~ T0 Zvﬂ T ,.I\ﬁ.M o N 0 __OL _I_L i JU ,;|Oﬁ ﬂA.O (7] o
=r Xom oF X - T L XE_HL
mwﬂae_;iﬁA;%%E yw SCfzafig
W@@MWM$mm$@@% 2 ITzigs’
\j|7.|1. o T Jl_ﬂ
ﬂ%%@ﬂr%%ﬁaﬁﬁbiﬂ ut_z'%ﬂ.qu
Hﬂl%iﬂ%ﬂ&x%?% R oA W R
A ﬁV1é_ﬁﬂﬂ ) o
o T xx o p w0l f
W o 3k < T o P T o
TEFT TR



80 | = Hsj18% 15-2026)

Wy | B w | E
=R E| e T @ | % x| Tg By
B S| aPd = | 55| FE R
A B B e O A Bl % o
ol | Mo = T | M| W g
| T | | & B w7
HL N ! mwno % xr
g o L R 5 3 [
R P P e ¥ OlR| MY |uE
K™ %o M| 4] Ne | Mo | T Ko | B0
% W%ﬂl 3 I | = ; z L
PR (R O F 5| #F
w " . . iyl R o iﬁ
s | o A S
w5 mo mo mo o ! mo %: .
Sl B . A N - S
Bl & o | 2|8 | @ B
o ol o 17_.0
. s
o W A R il
5 W |me X 7o & o),ﬂuduﬂru,a N
Floo S paEtBEnain) T
. X [ ° ! 3 Llu J|7Ao_ “m
o [ I | & mo%%ﬁﬂwwl&%@ﬂ% p
N o A /..Tu_._.xOumo ﬁmmﬁ_ No X Blm = A
B Z|nm £ N W e | W
2| ® 1 5| 2 X
SEE AR I I A -
<l el g[8 8| &Rl & | ™
JoN o [oN S S 8

[e)
e

T}

4 Ag

=

o} o
v,

JeH, 2 9

H

Sk} Tl

=y
3

ko ZAuy|uch 414 Azlow

A
QS

TAA 2

ek

.?_

J)J

ARk AR A= ZHE kA7)

&

L Zz}k
T 1

Ho=

A

2000} 2Htofl= 7

Cis

FE



sAg-2 eS| SHAThe HelAl okt AAe] A 2 gEst
Qleick. Tt olefet A7 A AAA 2 A Ak oA ]
o= EHEH Fch 55 A3
R9] FRE Yol o|F FARF WF AEE A
ek

olefat W E ShkE ek st wA] Bl €3] §A1E Slo] ok
2, BAE Akl WAE] ol TN et glo] BB Ao G
WA P QER]} grom Frksk T SolA] Rutuo] $heS
sojch SHEY] 79 okl olde] Zalo] st 4 801 A8
F7h AAA Ak AR B7) A5 FEle] gl uhitelct. 5 v
= 24 A gl ABlEst mRE BYHOR b Ald wAge.

H

3}
2 WS Hoks A5 7k B ol
X

ol
]
-
S~
t
i% J
oy
0
lo
)
e Ej RO

E
T
2
>,
N
o
2
&
&
i)
rr
r ~|
T
2
N
F‘;

o8 S| Eu A2 A%
ool upet HhrAo s FuEE ST S FHE HEEA FHA.
70

LRI, A2 0go] AP A9 B Tha) ol Al slEolt
= 27]8b} ko] gitk. ojefal BAL ShilE B A7} sk A

2 w2k A7} opUz} 2 FE2UE AR

~
2
i)
R
2
ox
>
i)
rr
o,



0)

-202

v} BeH184 1

Eo]
o=

82 1

olef3t BelA
o] 3% offur}

o A= efolA

- d
LU L

A @A

)

O =F o}7]

ol)

o <

=
=

e o]

=13
=

o]

T
_z_.o

JEEE

o

Z

A

[e)
T

A=

3ol

ol

HsiEn, B717tel 24 Akl

o] 2jglo] oh]

He 4 Ay

s

3t

]

Gl

o
Lm_
B
)

file)
Nfo

R

)
—
o
o

1}

e} 24 A

A7t

[e)
d<

QA

¥

g

715,

he o wEs

S

==
=

3

B0}

o= Zghg

5

)
N
B
7A
s

i
B
on

NI
_ZTv

W T 20269 28 4 / MAE 2026 33 17 / K 2 2026 33 17Y



Rk

(2L

]

AHy, "= BAlo] A=A IA: 0|23t A, A FYEATY, 2002,

Bogdanor, Vernon, Devolution in the United Kingdom, Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1999.

Burrowes, Robert D., Historical Dictionary of Yemen, 2nd ed., lLanham, MD:
Scarecrow Press, 2010,

Burt, Ronald, Structural Holes: The Social Structure of Competition, Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1992,

Collier, David, James Mahoney, and Gerardo L. Munck, Rethinking Social Inquiry:
Diverse Tools, Shared Standards, 2nd ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman &
Littlefield, 2012,

Dresch, Paul, A History of Moderm Yemen, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2000.

Duiker, William J., Vietnam: Revolution in Transition, Boulder, CO: Westview Press,
1995.

Fulbrook, Mary, Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR, 1949-1989, Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1994,

George, Alexander L., and Andrew Bennett, Case Studies and Theory Development in
the Social Sciences, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2005.

Hall, Peter A., Goveming the Economy: The Politics of State Intervention in Britain
and France, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986.

Keating, Michael, 7he Independence of Scotland: Self-Government and the Shifting
Politics of Union, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014,

Ker-Lindsay, James, EU Accession and UN Peacemaking in Cyprus, Basingstoke:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2005.

Merton, Robert K., Social Theory and Social Structure, New York: Free Press, 1968.

Mitchell, James, 7he Scottish Question, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014,

North, Douglass C., Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance,

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990,



84 | =93 Fsj18y 135.-2026)

Cffe, Claus, Varieties of Transition: The East European and East German Experience,
Cambridge: Polity Press, 1996.

Patrick, Richard A., Political Geography and the Cyprus Conflict: 1963-1971, Waterloo,
ON: University of Waterloo Press, 1976,

Porter, Gareth, Vietnam: The Politics of Bureaucratic Socialism, Tthaca, NY: Cornell
University Press, 1993,

Putnam, Robert, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community,
New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 2000.

Tilly, Charles, Social Movements, 1768-2004, Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers, 2004.

FAVS-A2E), TEAPH e HRoEA BAol B3t A, RI=AAARIAL Al37,
2015, 237~265%.
713 2y - 2L, TERE Grol-obs APAR] HIEYE 24, T A, A

119 33, 2019, 233~258%,

Capoccia, Giovanni, and R, Daniel Kelemen, “The Study of Critical Junctures: Theory,
Narrative, and Counterfactuals in Historical Institutionalism,” World Politics,
vol, 59, no. 3, 2007, pp. 341-369.

Collier, David, James Mahoney, and Jason Seawright, “Prevalent Conceptions of Case
Study Research: The Case of Comparative-Historical Analysis,” in Janet M,
Box-Steffensmeier, Henry E. Brady, and David Collier (eds.), Zhe Oxtord
Handbook of Political Methodology, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012,
pp. 184-220.

Collier, David, Jody LaPorte, and Jason Seawright, “Putting Typologies to Work: Concept
Formation, Measurement, and Discovery,” Political Research Quarterly, vol, 65,
no. 1, 2012, pp. 217-232.

Granovetter, Mark, “The Strength of Weak Ties,” American Journal of Sociology, vol.
78, no. 6, 1973, pp. 1360-1380.

Granovetter, Mark, “Economic Action and Social Structure: The Problem of Embeddedness,”
American Journal of Sociology; vol. 91, no. 3, 1985, pp. 481-510.

Mahoney, James, “Path Dependence in Historical Sociology,” Theory and Society, vol.
29, no. 4, 2000, pp. 507-548.



Papadakis, Yiannis, “Enlightenment without Emancipation: Crucial Landmarks in the
History of Cypriot Anthropology,” Anthroplogical journal on European Cultures,
vol. 15, 2006, pp. 27-45.

Pierson, Paul, ‘“Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics,”
American Political Science Review; vol, 94, no. 2, 2000, pp. 251-267.

Streeck, Wolfgang, and Kathleen Thelen, ‘Introduction: Institutional Change in
Advanced Political Economies,” in W, Streeck and K. Thelen (eds.), Beyond
Continuity: Institutional Change in Advanced Political Economies, Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2005, pp. 1-39.

Thelen, Kathleen, “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics,” Annual Review
of Political Science, vol, 2, 1999, pp. 369404,



86 | Edu} H3K18% 13.-2026)

Path Lock-in of Integration and Division: A Comparative Analysis
through Path Dependence and Weak Ties with an Application to the

Korean Peninsula

Park, Chan-soo (Mandae Elementary School)

Abstract

This article moves beyond conventional approaches that treat unification
and division as singular events or outcomes, and instead examines how
integration and fragmentation are formed and sustained over time from a
pathroriented perspective. To this end, the study develops an analytical
framework that combines path dependence and weak ties, while introducing
the concepts of connective autonomy, connective permeability, relational
assets, and relational entropy to explain the long-term mechanisms underlying
the persistence of integration and division. Through a comparative analysis of
Germany, Vietnam, Yemen, Cyprus, and the United Kingdom, alongside an
application to the Korean Peninsula, the findings demonstrate that experiences
of unification and division cannot be reduced to a simple dichotomy of
success and failure, Rather, they are shaped by distinct path states, depending
on the accumulation of relational assets and the dynamics of relational
entropy. Germany and Vietnam represent cases in which accumulated
relational assets prior to unification enabled stable path consolidation,
whereas Yemen illustrates a case where institutional integration occurred

without sufficient relational accumulation, leading to path instability, Cyprus



reflects a structurally entrenched division shaped by external intervention,
while the United Kingdom demonstrates a loosely coupled but persistent
integration path sustained by low-intensity relational ties, In the case of the
Korean Peninsula, repeated strong ties and limited attempts at weak ties have
failed to generate sustained relational accumulation due to constraints in
connective autonomy and permeability, resulting in a strongly locked-in
division path characterized by the accumulation of relational entropy. By
reconceptualizing weak ties not as a deterministic driver of unification but as
a conditional mechanism shaped by relational structures, this study offers a
theoretical perspective that shifts unification research from outcome-centered

explanations to process-oriented analyses of path formation and persistence.

Keywords: Path Dependence, Weak Ties, Relational Assets, Relational

Entropy, Connective Autonomy, Connective Permeability

HEXE (Park, Chan—soo)
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Limits of the Functionalist Peace Model and Structural
Vulnerabilities in Governance: A Case Study of the Kaesong
Industrial Complex (KIC)

Jung,Yejin
(Graduate School of International Studies, Seoul National University)
Park, Tae-Gyun

(Graduate School of International Studies, Seoul National University)

Abstract

As of 2026, North Korea has increasingly signaled its willingness to
engage in nuclear warfare, officially designating South Korea as a “primary
hostile state” permanently excluded from ethnic kinship and threatening its
total collapse. This study departs from the premise that a resumption of the
Kaesong Industrial Complex (KIC) in its previous form is virtually impossible
under the current entrenched reality of “hostile relations between two
states,” Existing literature tends to characterize the KIC as a successful
symbol of inter-Korean economic cooperation or attributes its closure to
transient external shocks, such as North Korean provocations or ideological
shifts in South Korean administrations, However, the history of the project’s
total suspension—driven by security imperatives despite its economic
rationality—vividly demonstrates the structural limitations of the functionalist
peace model, which posits that economic interdependence necessarily

fosters peace, Thus, rather than proposing policy alternatives for an
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immediate reopening, this study aims to elucidate the process of structural
collapse and the theoretical legacy of how high-level economic
interdependence was overwhelmed by macro-security logic.

Under this problem consciousness, this research diachronically analyzes
the processes of the KIC's sustenance and suspension, First, it defines the
May 24 Measures of 2010 not merely as a set of sanctions, but as a
structural tipping point that deepened security dependency by consolidating
the path of inter-Korean cooperation into a single-risk channel, Building on
this, a comparative analysis of the 2013 and 2016 crises demonstrates how
inter-systemic cooperation is severed when threat perceptions shift from a
bilateral dimension to a global one involving international sanctions
coordination, Furthermore, through a comparative analysis with the
Vietnam-Cyprus models and the China-Taiwan (ECFA) case, this study
empirically proves that the absence of internal institutional buffers and
international deterrent mechanisms is a key factor in transforming external
shocks into total collapse. In conclusion, by moving beyond the fallacy of
presupposing a resumption, this study suggests that the “institutionalization
of the separation of politics and economics” and “internationalized deterrent
mechanisms” are theoretical prerequisites for overcoming structural security

dilemmas in high-intensity conflict zones,

Keywords: Kaesong Industrial Complex, Inter-Korean Economic Cooperation,

Peace Governance, Korean Peninsula Peace, Political Variables
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Legislative Change and Norm Acceptance in North Korea’s
Disability Rights Framework under UN Human Rights Mechanisms:
Focusing on the 2023 Revised Law on the Protection and Promotion

of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities(DPRK)

Shin, Jinho (Department of Social Welfare, Seoul National University
Lee, Jeongmin (Jiyul S&C Law COffice
Bae, Kwang youl (Onyul

)

)

)

Lee, Jueon (Duroo, Association for Public Interest Law)
Jang, Youngjae (Eselle Law Firm)
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Lim, Sung Taek (Jipyong LLC,

Abstract

This study aims to empirically analyze the changes in North Korea's
disability-related legislation that took place in the course of its responses to
UN human rights mechanisms after its accession to the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD), More specifically, focusing
on the 2023 revised Law on the Protection of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, the study employs qualitative document analysis of North
Korea's State Party report submitted to the Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, the ensuing List of Issues and the State’s replies
thereto, as well as the concluding observations, in order to capture—through
a constructivist lens in international relations—the process by which North

Korea has shaped its domestic law and policy through interaction with
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international society. At the same time, drawing on Thomas Risse and
colleagues’ spiral model, the study examines the stage at which North Korea
is currently situated in the process of norm acceptance by an authoritarian
state, The findings identify seven major themes: (1) the introduction of
prohibitions against discriminatory expressions toward persons with
disabilities; (2) measures to ensure equality and non-discrimination; (3)
guarantees of accessibility and mobility; (4) freedom of expression and
means of communication; (5) the introduction of provisions on the
protection of “personal and property rights”; (6) the incorporation of rights
provisions concerning women and children with disabilities; and (7)
measures aimed at improving public awareness of disability, Taken together,
these themes suggest that the 2023 legal revision reflects North Korea’s
outward acceptance of international norms through its interaction with UN
human rights mechanisms, Applying the spiral model, the study concludes
that North Korea remains at the stage of tactical concessions, in which it
partially acknowledges international criticism of human rights violations
while introducing external forms of norm compliance in order to mitigate

international pressure and secure legitimacy.

Keywords: 2023 Law on the Protection of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities; Constructivism; Spiral Model; Tactical Concessions; UN CRPD;

UN human rights mechanisms; persons with disabilities in North Korea
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Contact Type Matters: How Experiences with North Korea Shape
South Koreans' Attitudes toward Unification and Inter-Korean

Relations

Lee, Sung-woo (Korea Culture & Tourism Institute)

Abstract

This study examines how different types of North Korea-related contact
experience shape South Koreans' attitudes toward unification and
inter-Korean policy, drawing on cumulative data from the Unification
Perception Survey (2007-2025) conducted by the Institute for Peace and
Unification Studies at Seoul National University, Using ordered logistic
regression, we analyze the effects of three contact types—direct visits,
cultural contact, and online content exposure—on support for resuming
inter-Korean exchange projects, perceived necessity of unification,
satisfaction with North Korea policy, and perceived possibility of
inter-Korean dialogue, Results show that contact experiences consistently
and positively influence attitudes toward resuming exchanges, but their
effects on broader unification and policy attitudes vary substantially by
contact type, issue domain, and time period. Notably, cultural contact with
North Korea showed a negative association with support for resuming the
Gaeseong Industrial Complex in 2025, indicating that contact does not
invariably produce positive attitudinal change. Generational cleavages in

unification attitudes deepened in 2025, and shifts in progressive partisanship



reflect public expectations following South Korea's change in government,
These findings offer partial support for Contact Theory while underscoring
the need for purpose-differentiated exchange program designs and

mandatory pre-contact education in future inter-Korean engagement policy.,

Keywords: Inter-Korean socio-cultural exchange, Contact Theory, Unification

attitudes, North Korea perception, Contact experience
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Reception and Interpretation of Unification Education Textbooks:
Voices from Three Standpoints

Jang, Dongkwan (Seoul National University)

Abstract

This study explored how representations of North Korea and North
Korean people, and the rationales for unification presented in unification
education textbooks, are received and interpreted by different actors in
educational settings. Semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted
with three textbook-writing teachers, three North Korean migrants with
teaching experience in North Korea, and four university students,
Participants expressed different concerns and forms of distance toward
current unification education, North Korean migrant participants raised
concerns about narratives representing North Korea as deficient and pitiful,
as well as the composition of certain visual materials. Teacher participants
pointed to the limitations of benefit-centered justifications for unification and
the restricted narrative range of textbooks, and referred to constraints
experienced during the writing and review process, University student
participants reported that familiar rationales for unification did not feel
connected to their own lives and did not lead to sustained personal
engagement. Participants suggested alternative directions, including more
concrete portrayals of everyday life in North Korea, classroom designs open

to multiple perspectives and possibilities, and learning approaches based on
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empathy and similarity. This exploratory study suggests that discussions of
unification education should consider not only content analysis but also the

positionality of recipients and their interpretive experiences,

Keywords: unification education, critical pedagogy, qualitative research,

North Korean migrants

=P (Jang, Dongkwan)
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