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The Crisis of Rural Reproduction System and Peasant Issues under

the Kim Jong Un Regime

Jeong, Eunmee (Korea Institute for National Unification)

Abstract

This article begins with the recognition that the 5-year plan adopted at
North Korea's 8th Party Congress, held during the COVID-19 pandemic, was
a response to restore its endangered social reproduction system. While
resolving the food shortage was an absolute priority, North Korean rural
areas not only lacked the self-capacity to carry out food production
increases but also suffered from a significantly collapsed reproduction
system. Therefore, the rural revolution program adopted at the 4th Plenary
Meeting of the 8th Central Committee in December 2021 was primarily a
policy for increasing food production, while simultaneously aiming to
restore the rural reproduction system in the long term to achieve sustainable
and stable rural development,

The Changsong Joint Conference and the Rural Theses, which Kim Il-sung
introduced over 60 years ago to solve rural development and peasant issues,
have been inherited by the Kim Jong-un regime as the 'Rural Revolution
Program for a New Era' and the 'Regional Development 20x10 Policy'.
During the Kim Il-sung era, efforts were focused on raising farm household
income to the level of wealthy middle peasants to solve rural poverty and

reduce the living gap between urban and rural areas,
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However, the measures implemented after the rural revolution program—
such as the expansion of double-cropping areas for wheat and barley, the
downsizing of the field responsibility system, the abolition of in-kind
distribution, and the construction of rural housing—were far from the
original goal of 'creating wealthy rural areas'. Forced population adjustments
to address the declining rural population, such as collectively deploying
discharged soldiers and youth to rural areas and reverting workers of rural
origin back into peasants, are also failing to solve the crisis of the rural
social reproduction system and are instead triggering new social conflicts,
This article offers a critical perspective on the fundamental limitations arising
from the implementation of the rural revolution program in ways that

marginalize farmers.

Keywords: Peasant, Crisis of Reproduction System, Rural Revolution

Program, Rural Theses, Field Responsibility System, Rural Housing
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Political Implications of Rural Housing Construction in North

Korea’s New Era

Kim, Hyuk

(Rural Research Institute, Korea Rural Community Corporation)

Abstract

This study analyzes rural housing construction in North Korea under the
Kim Jong Un regime not merely as a housing supply policy, but as a
governance strategy for regime maintenance and as a controlled space
through which state control operates, Through the “Programe for the Rural
Revolution in the New Era,” North Korea has pursued the modernization
and redevelopment of underdeveloped rural housing based on a strategic
judgment that such efforts can reduce the gap between urban and rural
areas,

In particular, this study finds that rural housing construction during the
Kim Jong Un era has a strong political character, Its purpose extends
beyond improving the living conditions of rural residents to strengthening
regime legitimacy and mobilizing rural residents’ support for the political
system. However, the study concludes that the current pace of housing
provision and construction capacity are insufficient to resolve the
accumulated shortage of rural housing and the widespread deterioration of
existing homes, This limitation is likely to constrain the achievement of the

policy’s political objectives,
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Furthermore, if inadequate housing conditions continue, they may
contribute to residents” avoidance of rural life and the continued outflow of
the rural population, In this respect, rural housing construction may remain
at the level of political narrative rather than producing substantial and

sustained improvements in rural living conditions.

Keywords: North Korea, rural policy, rural housing, housing construction,

governance strategy
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1), 201218 9 14%, <https://www.tongilnews, com/news/articleView, html?idsno=99878>;
T, 19 6RE R A WMIARE ML TSBS R 229D, 20134 38 262
<https://news sbs,co.kr/news/endPage. do?news _ id=N1001701046>; F%Z=, A}
z=o] opd 387} Fofo] A WatAbd T eIbARe , PARE, A253F, 2024,
42~43%:.
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S oA 7] 1998. 11, 26, A€ 2014, 10. 22, B
SR e 2004, 10, 6. XA | 2021, 8. 24. SAHZ=
TERYSEEA 2021, 11. 30. & -
A, oluli ol [mpok 2)ulx|H 2021, 7. 1. A€ -
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36) Hani Morgan, “Conducting a Qualitative Document Analysis,” p. 64; Margrit
Schreier, Qualitative Content Analysis in Practice (London: Sage, 2012), pp. 37-50.
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How Is Health Defined in North Korea? A Qualitative Document
Review of North Korean Publications and Laws

Lee, Chaerim (Seoul National University

)

Choi, Kyungae (Seoul National University)
Kim, Dong Ha (Daejin University)

)

Yoo, Seunghyun (Seoul National University,

Abstract

This study examined how health is defined in North Korea and how its
meaning is materialized through behavioral requirements and regulatory
norms, A qualitative document review was conducted on two North Korean
publications and 46 statutes, The analysis revealed that in the publications,
health was defined as a concept encompassing not only physical and mental
functioning but also the fulfillment of social roles and adherence to moral
norms, while health promotion and public health were framed as domains
of state-led social practice and policy. In the statutes, health was regulated
through obligations, prohibitions, and sanctions centered on verifiable
behaviors such as medical examinations, hygiene management, and labor
participation. Moreover, such legal provisions were distributed across
multiple sectors of law, including not only public health but also housing,
environment, education, and labor, These findings indicate that in North
Korea, health is constructed not as a matter of individual rights but as a

standard to be managed and enforced within a state-prescribed social order,
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Although this study is limited to document analysis, it contributes to
expanding the understanding of health in North Korea by treating the
concept of health itself as the primary object of analysis, The findings are
expected to provide a foundation for understanding potential differences in
the interpretation and acceptance of the concept of health in future

processes of inter-Korean health cooperation and integration.

Keywords: North Korean health, North Korean law, Concept of health,

Document review
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Vehicle Detection on Roads in North Korea Using Satellite Imagery:
A Case Study of Pyongyang

Byeon, Sangwon (Seoul National University)

Chang, Justin S. (Seoul National University)

Abstract

This study analyzes road travel demand in Pyongyang, North Korea,
where data availability is limited due to the country's closed political system,
by integrating high-resolution satellite imagery and deep learning. Existing
transportation studies on North Korea have largely focused on macro-level
analyses based on documentary sources or transportation supply systems.
To address these limitations, this study proposes a satellite imagery-based
vehicle detection framework and presents solutions to three key technical
challenges,

First, an optimal viewing altitude and an overlapping grid scheme were
developed to address resolution limitations and prevent object truncation
during the construction of the satellite imagery archive, Second, YOLO11x
was adopted to ensure computational efficiency for large-scale image
processing, while oriented bounding boxes were applied to accurately
capture vehicle orientation and minimize background inclusion. Third,
18,397 objects, including trams and trolleybuses unique to Pyongyang, were
manually annotated to improve the representativeness of the training dataset

and address the regional heterogeneity of existing public datasets.
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The resulting model achieved an mAP50 of 0911 and detected a
cumulative total of 485,992 vehicles from satellite imagery acquired on 63
observation days between 2017 and 2025, The detected vehicles exhibited
a pronounced concentration in the urban core, forming high-density
clusters, Passenger cars (46.5%) and trucks (34.1%) accounted for the largest
shares, with the substantial proportion of trucks indicating that North Korea's
road network serves as a critical corridor for both passenger and freight
transportation,

By systematically addressing the technical challenges of non-intrusive
observation in inaccessible regions, this study provides a transportation
analysis framework applicable to data-constrained environments. The
findings offer valuable insights for urban planning, economic assessment,

and future transportation network integration on the Korean Peninsula,

Keywords: North Korean Studies, Satellite Imagery, Artificial Intelligence,
Deep Learning, Object Detection, Vehicle Density, Travel Demand
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SlojH TS Bl & FRte| o} FA, TRl=o] onfgl; AlgoH (2024), 151~175
5 S, TR WEAL RS o TR 3, e A, A2 (2022),
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6) Joan Woodward, Industrial Organization: Theory and Practise (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1965); Edwin Mansfield, Industrial Research and Technological
Innovation: An Economic Analysis (New York: Norton, 1968); André Gorz, Paths
to Paradise: On the Liberation from Work (London: Pluto Press, 1985); Giovanni
Dosi, Richard Nelson and Sidney Winter, 7echnical Change and Economic Theory
(London: Pinter Publishers, 1988).
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(Blackc xS o] 71 g1o] 315 A A1 3l s, oletl
ujmA 2] ol S TolrlassTS)Y| 0] F Vi) AelH
AJ2(Social Shaping of Technology, SST)8)1} ‘7|&9] ARS)A FLAIE(Social
Construction of Technology, SCOT)9-2 7|&3} A}3]9] AFE2RR-2- o|35fj5h=
el o2 Eoj2 AT Se) 2 A7 A Wi Wy
(Appropriation) g7} olo]  cfgale o9l W] Ay
(Re-appropriation) 7Fs/do] nxpsl= A Hef| =3

HxeF vA(1987)00l ofsf FHE SCOT+= 71% o] g 2le]a g
%3] g Bgolehe Alekg RAjghch 2 Q17 scote] A )
53] 53t 2ol Fgsto] vt ‘% A =EE AT A,
47 G-AA (Interpretative Flexibility) o]t} FU3t 7142 olgEo|g} 5
CehE o] 48a11 Felsks el A8 kol ufet 7)4o] ejnje} Hel
+ A t2A ZoE 4= Utk AfHAL 7S AR ARS]olA EE
ol o] rtow SAEA|UL Bt FEolehs 54 Aol AA|
S0 2 EAY) SEroR AN 4 e S SRS AT %

4535 (1994), 234%.

8) Donald MacKenzie, “Micro’ Versus ‘Macro’ Sociologies of Science and Technology,”
in Edinburgh PICT Working Papers No, 2 (University of Edinburgh, 1988); Robin
Williams & David Edge, “The Social Shaping of Technology: a Review of UK
research Concepts, Findings, Programmes, and Centres’ Research Policy, vol.25,
no.6 (1996) [Original work published as a briefing paper in 1991]

9) Trevor Pinch and Wiebe Bijker, “The Social Construction of Facts and Artifacts: Or
How the Sociology of Science and the Sociology of Technology Might Benefit Each
Other,” in Wiebe Bijker, Thomas Hughes and Trevor Pinch(eds.), 7he Social
Construction of Technological Systems. New Directions in the Sociology and History
of Technology (Cambridge, MA: 'The MIT Press, 1987)
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North Korea’s Cyber-Al Nexus Strategy and the Digital Panopticon:
Intentional Appropriation and Social Reconstruction of Universal
Technology

Lee, Jong Jin

(The Institute for Peace and Unification Studies Seoul National University)

Abstract

This study analyzes North Korea’s “Cyber-Al Nexus strategy—which has
been redesigning universal cyber and Al technologies into intelligent
surveillance tools—through the lens of the Social Construction of
Technology (SCOT). Rather than embracing the openness of information
technology, North Korea intentionally appropriates technological artifacts as
mechanisms of authoritarian control by aligning them with state identity and
governing discourses.

The analysis reveals three key findings. First, North Korea has completed
a “fourlayered legal control net” by interlocking four legal instruments: the
Anti-Reactionary Thought Law (2020), the Youth Education Guarantee Act
(2021), the Pyongyang Cultural Language Protection Act (2023), and the
revised Mobile Communications Law (2023). Each law governs a distinct
domain of digital conduct while converging on a single control objective,
ensuring that any act of circumvention left uncaptured by one statute is
caught by another,

Second, the Red Star OS digital signature system, the Trace Viewer
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surveillance app, file watermarking technology, and Al-based dialect
identification algorithms combine to constitute a digital panopticon that
translates legal prohibitions into technological impossibilities,

Third, this closure is never complete: the spontaneous emergence of
bypass programs such as Pigeon and Maze, alongside underground content
distribution through jangmadang networks, demonstrates residents” persistent
tactical re-appropriation against regime control. South Korea's response finds
its most promising opening in shifting its paradigm beyond technological
competition toward disseminating normative discourses rooted in these

structural fractures,

Keywords:  Cyber-Al Nexus, Social Construction of Technology (SCOT),
Digital Panopticon, Appropriation and Re-appropriation, North Korean

Digital Authoritarianism
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North Korea's Cognitive System of Korean History
and National Consciousness through Dangun Tomb

Kwon Ohyoung

(Professor, Department of Korean History, Seoul National Unive)rsity)
Han Jisun

(Lecturer and Ph,D, Candidate (ABD), Department of Korean History, Seoul

National University)

Abstract

This study examines the impact of the 1993 discovery and reconstruction
of the Dangun Tomb on the cognitive system of North Korean
historiography and its correlation with unification policies, The Dangun
Tomb project was a political and symbolic act orchestrated by the North
Korean regime to finalize the Juche-based historical perspective and solidify
the regime's legitimacy.

The discovery of the tomb in the early 1990s transformed Dangun from
a mythical figure into a historical individual. This triggered a comprehensive
revision of established academic theories in North Korea, including the
central location of Gojoseon and the overall chronology of Korean history,
The enactment of the "Law on the Protection of Cultural Heritage (1994),"
following the reconstruction of the tomb, served as a turning point in
establishing North Korea’s unique management system for restoring and

reconstructing cultural assets in accordance with socialist realities.
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Furthermore, North Korea anchored historical legitimacy—spanning from
Gojoseon to Goguryeo and Goryeo—firmly in Pyongyang by asserting that
the city is the sacred birthplace of the nation and that the Taedong River
basin served as one of the world’s major independent cradles of civilization,
The Dangun Tomb incident also provided the foundation for concretizing
the concept of the "Korean Nation" with Dangun as its progenitor and the
ideology of "Our-Nation-First" Doctrine. Following his death, Kim Il-sung
was revered as the "Founder of Socialist Korea" and juxtaposed with
Dangun, the national ancestor, which eventually led to the emergence of
the "Kim Il-sung Nation" concept,

In terms of North Korea's perception of the South, the Dangun Tomb has
been utilized as a symbol of "Great National Unity" and inter-Korean
cooperation, By highlighting a shared ancestry through Dangun, North
Korea pursued a united front policy toward the South, which facilitated
personal (personnel) exchanges in the 2000s, Specifically, the shared
historical consciousness contributed to active academic cooperation in the
field of historiography. However, beneath these unification policies, it
appears that a persistent consciousness of competition over historical

orthodoxy, dating back to the 1970s, has continued to operate.

Key words: Tomb of Dangun, Sacred Birth Theory of Pyongyang, Taedong
River Civilization Theory, “Our-Nation-First” Doctrine, Kim Il-sung nation,

Law on the Protection of Cultural Heritage, Great National Unity
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AX+AR 0N UXHEY S HY M= ZH+H CE 1 F27t Halohgt
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DOI URL: https://doi.org/10.35369/jpus.18.2.202606.285
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A review of the Two Hostile States Doctrine based on coercion

theory: coercion ladder-climbing strategy

CHA Taejun

(Graduate School of Public Administration, Seoul National University)

Abstract

This article analyzes Kim Jong-un’s the two hostile states doctrine through
the lens of coercion theory, Existing studies have largely explained the
doctrine either as an instrument of domestic rule or as a response to
changes in the international environment. Research on coercion theory,
meanwhile, has tended to focus on deterrence strategies designed to prevent
the collapse of the North Korean regime or to deter a North Korean
preemptive attack, Instead, this paper seeks to identify the significance of
the two hostile states doctrine in terms of the limitations of policy logic
faced by Kim Jong-un and the restrictions on behavior. From the
perspective of South Korea and the United States, the position of the North
Korean nuclear issue has evolved from ‘deterrence+threat’ to ‘restoration-type
compellence+threat’ through ‘deterrence+compensation’, Through the two
hostile states doctrine, Kim Jong-un seeks to complete coercion
ladder-climbing by transforming the North Korean nuclear issue into a state
of ‘concession-type compellence+compensation’, This reflects a concern that
special inter-Korean relations, grounded in the notion of nationhood and

unification, and the declaration on the denuclearization have produced
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tension between threat and compensation means to U.S. and South Korea,
At the same time, the overlap between the threat and compensation
measures available to Kim Jong-un has constrained his behavior in
international relations. Therefore, in order to secure autonomy of action by
shifting ‘restoration-type compellence’ to ‘concession-type compellence’, the
concept of nationality and unification was forced to be dismantled, and the
Two Hostile States Doctrine is a prerequisite for the coercion
ladder-climbing strategy. Based on the analysis, the article argues for the
maintenance of a consistent unification policy based on the doctrine of
special inter-Korean relations, the transformation of denuclearization into an

exit position of unification, and the logical issue linkage.

Key Words: Coercion, Coercion ILadder-Climbing Strategy, Deterrence,

Compellence, Hostile Two Countries doctrine, Kim Jong-un
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