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The process and future tasks of Mt. Kumgang tourism

Hae Jung, Lee(Research Fellow, Hyundai Research Institute)

< Abstract >

Mt. Kumgang tourism has begun on November 18, 1998. It is not just a simple travel package but a
starting point for the building of trust between the two Koreas through the human and material exchanges.
In June 1998, the late Honorary Chairman of the Hyundai Group, Jung Ju Young, drove the 500 cattle into
North Korea and discussed on inter-Korean economic cooperation such as sightseeing of Mt. Kumgang.
In the absence of dialogue between the authorities, the creation of reconciliation atmosphere of private
economic cooperation contributed to the prevention of extreme conflict. As a result, the inter-Korean
economic cooperation has developed into a full-fledged investment stage since the early 1990s. However,
after the suspension of Mt. Kumgang tourism in 2008, the meaning of inter — Korean contact and expansion
of exchange has been lost.

It is necessary to utilize inter-Korean economic cooperation as a first step for realizing 'New Northern
Policy' and realizing 'New economy map of Korean Peninsula'. First, in order to expand inter-Korean
economic cooperation, it is necessary to review the phased release of 5.24 Measures. Second, it is necessary
to utilize the restarting Mt. Kumgang tourism as a starting point of realizing the New Northern Policy and the
New economy map of Korean Peninsula. Third, there is a need to expand inter-Korean tourism cooperation
through North Korea's inland tourism cooperation through the connection of Kyong-Ui Railroad Line. Fourth,
it is important to link the DMZ environment and tourism belt business with the Mt. Kumgang tourism as well
as contribute to improvement of inter-Korean relations and stability in Northeast Asia. Fifth, it is important to
use the Mt. Kumgang tourism as a catalyst for the regularization of inter-Korean family reunions.

Keywords : Mt. Kumgang tourism, Restarting inter-Korean economic cooperation, New Northern Policy,
New economy map of Korean Peninsula
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