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New History, pp. 195; Wensheng Wang, White Lotus Rebels and South China
Pirates: Crisis and Reform in the Qing Empire (Cambridge: Harvard University
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Minjian Dynamism and Its Leading Role in Postsocialist Transformation
: a Comparative Research on Borderland Areas of China and

North Korea

Kim, Jaesok (Seoul National University)

Abstract

This paper investigates the leading role of minjian in postsocialist
transformations of China and North Korea and illuminates the historical and
sociocultural conditions that have contributed to its initial formation and
survival under the socialist government, By understanding key characteristics
of minjian, we can understand the dynamic relationship between state
apparatuses and minjian, According to the general explanation, China’s
postsocialist changes began in the mid-1980s with the central party-state’s
leadership symbolized by Deng Xiaoping, Similarly, North Korea’s
postsocialist transformation is also believed to advance under the supreme
leader Kim Jong-un’s leadership, 1 critically evaluate the effectiveness of the
analytical framework that focuses on the central governments political
decision and leadership in explaining postsocialist transformations, Specifically,
this study analyzes grassroots changes in minjian such as unofficial domestic
and overseas trades and ordinary people’s growing participation in various
non-socialist activities, which appeared before the official initiation of

postsocialist policies, Following this research’s model of “minjian prior to the
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government,” not the party-state but mirnyian first formed non-socialist practices,
Only after the practices had generated certain positive outcomes, the
party-state recognized the minjian practices and started the official version of

postsocialist reform,

Keywords: Post-socialism, Socialism, China, Guangdong, North Korea, Market,

Minyian, Civil Society

ZXHM(Kim, Jaesok)
20175 AEeka Abslkeleor LR ekl Hms AA Foleh Harvard Universiy
NA F= W th=4 7Y AF= A7 ARSI E weke ], o]F Stanford University 2]
Center for East Asian Studiesof| 4] =+ HFALS ] 319 (Postdoctoral Fellow in Chinese Studies),
Z1#) 3L University of Pennsylvania®] Q178tilol| A Zu42 ZH3Act F3tu) Sh=tof A
AF+E APstglon], AFFAle GAESTY. WA AR 71928k =43

Mz A9 5 ZFE



