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Peace Thoughts by Stephen Cardinal Kim Sou-Hwan

Park, IL-Young (The Catholic University of Korea)

Abstract

Stephen Cardinal Kim is a descendant from a historically faithful family
that had upheld Catholicism ever since Catholic was persecuted, He was
ordained as a priest during the Korean War when the pain of Korean
people was at its most, He studied abroad in Japan and Germany where he
majored in ‘Christian Social Teaching, Cardinal Kim mainly focused on
recovery of humanity and realization of justice until 1987, Since then, with
the nation politically democratized to a certain extent, he put more interest
in the reconciliation and consonance of the nation,

Following the example of God who lowered himself to become a human,
Cardinal Kim started practicing peace (shalom) from himself and delivered
it to the world, He was more of a practitioner than a theorist who showed
a brave example from his real life, His concept of peace belongs to ‘the
state of entirely realizing the love for human being by God., As he
demonstrated through his life, Cardinal Kim emphasizes ‘practice in
everyday life’ to bring peace, Citing official references from church, he
introduces the concept of ‘active peace’ that can only be achieved through
‘realization of justice’, It is beyond ‘passive peace’, a state referring to a

no-war situation, and Cardinal Kim suggests ways to practice active peace
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through detailed social context,

In this context, the journey of ‘dare to peace’ that Cardinal Kim practiced
has a meaning across universal humanity and society beyond the framework
of a specific religion, The basic principles that Cardinal Kim emphasized as
detailed contents of truthful peace including ‘dignity and rights of human,
preciousness of life, realization of justice, open to the world, practice in
daily life and peace through peaceful means’ are not limited to the doctrines
of a religion or the logics of a political group, Understanding the peace
concept of Cardinal Kim, organizing the characteristics of active peace, and
analyzing his practical examples are expected to be highly useful not only
in accordance with the peaceful sentiment that has been ripening in Korea

but as one step forward to the reconciliation and consonance of the nation,

Key words: Stephen Cardinal Kim, Christian Social Teaching, Love for
Human Being by God, Realization of Justice, Open to the World, Dare to

Peace,
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