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The Peace Thought of Yulgok Yi I

Han, Young-Woo (Seoul National University)

Abstract

Yulgok Yi I (BEA ZEIH: 1536~1584) was one of the most prominent
Confucian scholars and politicians of the Joseon Dynasty, Although he never
wrote specifically on the subject of “peace,” his world view includes an
ideology of peace, We can see that he is a pacifist in both word and deed
by examining his behavior during his childhood, Yulgok consistently sought
to alleviate tensions and embrace others as a means of creating peace
throughout his public and private life, Yi I advocated the Ligi Theory(Fg,
# which conceptualized the Neo-Confucian integrated concept of the
universe, Yulgok rejected the theory of human nature that argued that the
four innate moralistic qualities (sadan) and the seven passions of man
(chilieong) are in conflict, Rather he interrupted good and evil from a
relativistic perspective and pursued harmony and peace, One reason that the
King Yeongjo and King Jeongjo period is considered a period of revival in
the Jeseon Dynasty is the Tangpyeong policy and the spirit of harmony and

integration espoused by Yi I,

Key words: Ligi Theory(#5Em), sadan chilieong(PUiiit:li), Hyangyak,
Tangpyeong policy, Shin Saimdang
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