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The Anti-Nuclear Movement in South Korea:

Evaluation in terms of Ecological Democracy

Ku, Dowan (Environment and Society Research Institute)

This article aims at analyzing the history of the anti-nuclear movement in
South Korea in terms of ecological democracy, It addresses the collective
activities of residents around nuclear power plants and proposed nuclear
waste disposal sites as well as that of professional anti-nuclear movement
organizations, It also discusses the socio-political meaning of the movements,
This article discusses the concept of ecological democracy and suggests an
operational definition, The local residents anti-nuclear movement was
triggered by the Chernobyl nuclear accident in 1986 and strengthened by
the democratization of Korea in 1987, The movements spread to include
opposition to new nuclear waste disposal sites, The campaigns against
nuclear waste disposal site designation were successful until 2004, However,
in 2005, the city of Gyungju became the host of a low and mid-level
radio-active waste disposal facility site, Since then, the anti-nuclear movement
has been weakened and the nuclear power enlargement and export policies
have been implemented without strong resistance, The Fukushima nuclear
disaster of 2011 has reversed this trend. We can now find a new type of
mass anti-nuclear movement, Successful anti-nuclear movements can open

new horizons for democracy: ecological democracy,
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