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The Role and Change for maintaining the system of North Korea
Neighborhood unit

Bae, Young-Ae (Seoul national university)

Abstract

Neighborhood unit which exists only in North Korea is a unique structure
in which family life and privacy coexist as family units, And it is an
organization in which the intervention of the state's public power and the
policy enforcement are institutionalized, Neighborhood unit is the everyday
space where the occupant's life penetrates, It is also the lowest organization
that has complete control over the details of a personal area, North Korea's
Neighborhood unit plays an important role and function as the largest
organization that includes all the residents in order to maintain the system.
The main roles and functions of neighborhood unit include the
implementation of collectivism through collective housing, the formation of
a social network, the social mobilization and task-making for the
construction of a socialist economy and inhabitants the daily living and
control and monitoring. The role and function of neighborhood unit
changed according to the conditions of socioeconomic environment,
Especially, due to economic difficulties in the 1990s, Neighborhood unit
weakening of the organizational solidarity has led to neglect of the leader's

negligence and weakening of authority, the departure of the class members
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and the policy-making through the neighborhood unit, Therefore, the role
system of neighborhood unit has become less vigorous than before and it
has become a great threat to North Korea's system maintenance, Due to
economic difficulties, the North Korean regime was gradually loosened and
the leader were replaced and the organization was restructured.
Neighborhood unit strengthened guard post restoration, daily inspection
system and resident administrative law revision, resident money use,
electricity check, resident control and monitoring, Since the economic
hardship, all social mobilization systems in North Korea are being carried
out by neighborhood unit and the burden of the residents is increasing.
After such economic difficulties, North Korean authorities have been
supplementing the scarcity of economic and social resources to maximize

the role and function of neighborhood unit in order to maintain the system,

Key Words: neighborhood unit, maintain system, social network, resident

control,
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