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North Korea's Vision of ‘a Scientific and Technical Power’ and
the Inter-Korean Exchange and Cooperation of Science and

Technology

Byun, Hakmoon (Research Center of North Korean Science & Technology)

Abstract

To understand North Korea's demand for inter-Korean exchanges and
cooperation, it is important to pay attention to its vision of ‘a scientific and
technical power,” At the 7th Party Convention in May 20106, the highest
resolution body of the Workers' Party, the Kim Jong-Un regime stipulated
the building of ‘a scientific and technical power as ‘the primary task’ for
making its country a socialist power, At the Central Committee of the party
held in April 2018, the regime decided ‘concentrating all efforts on the
socialist economic construction’ as the new strategic line following the line
of ‘simultaneously pushing forward the economic construction and the
building of a nuclear force,’ In addition, the regime resolved to develop
science and education rapidly in order to realize the new line, Succeeding
Kim Jong-Il's science and technology-oriented policy, the regime has been
emphasizing the development of science and technology from the
beginning, The regime has been raising the proportion of science and
technology in all sectors of the nation such as economy, education, defense,

healthcare and culture for the rapid development of the state based on



science and technology, North Korea has also tried to increase the share of
science and technology in foreign affairs, and proposed to South Korea
several times to exchange science and technology, Even North Korean
scholars already published a paper in a South Korean journal in August
2018, Therefore, in order to enhance the possibility of inter-Korean
exchanges and cooperation, it is necessary to consider cooperation and
exchange of science and technology at various levels and forms in all
spheres of society such as business, education, medicine, culture, and civic

organizations as well as scientists and engineers,

Key Words: scientific and technical power, concentrating on the economic
construction, making all people experts on science and technology, educational
revolution in the new century, knowledge economy, informatization of

economy, cooperation and exchange of science and technology.
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